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Mental health crises
increase at GV
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Counseling Center 
aids more students 
with stagnant funding
BY AUDRA GAMBLE
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
sk any counselor at the Grand 
Valley State University Coun­
seling Center to show you their 
daily schedule, and you’ll see a 
never-ending series of colored 
blocks, one right after another. That’s be­
come the norm for mental health profession­
als at colleges across the nation, especially in 
the last five years.
In particular, there has been a signifi­
cant increase in mental health crisis in­
cidents, involving thoughts or actions of 
self-harm or suicide. According to the 
Center for Collegiate Mental Health, there 
has been an increase of 18 percent in sui­
cidal ideation in the last half decade.
At GVSU, there have been 64 cases of 
suicide-related mental health crises so far 
this year. During the 2014-15 academic year, 
there were 59 such instances. However, this 
isn’t the only type of mental health crisis that 
has increased this year. Through March 24, 
there have been 103 total mental health cri­
ses, up 22 from last year. A record number of 
91 students have been involved in these inci­
dences for the 2015-16 year to date.
This year, three GVSU students have 
committed suicide, and one student was un­
successful in a serious suicidal attempt.
Though there are many potential reasons 
for the increase in mental health crises, Dean 
of Students Bart Merkle said an increase in 
social, political and economic instability has 
added to students’ anxiety and depression.
“For the typical 18-year-old college stu­
dent, they’ve lived their entire lives in the
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PRIDE Awards honor 
community members
Art2Park competition 
picks winning design
GV rowing to host 21st 
Lubbers Cup Regatta
View Laker lacrosse 
versus Tiffin gallery
The awards ceremony recognized 
students, faculty and staff for positive 
work done for the LGBT community
Valerie Wojciechowski, a freshman 
studying advertising, designed next 
year’s student parking pass
Grand Valley State rowing will host 16 
other teams from April 8-10 in an event 
honoring the former GVSU president
Visit www.lanthorn.com to see photos 
from the Grand Valley State lacrosse 
team’s 13-10 win over Tiffin on April 1
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Memorial lecturer 
advocates for 
intersectionality in 
interfaith work
BY KYLE BINDAS
KBINDAS@LANTHORN.COM
ev. Jennifer Baily delivered 
a message of interfaith ac­
ceptance to an audience of 
religious leaders, students 
and guests at the Grand 
Valley State University DeVos Center 
on March 30.
“Racial and Interfaith Justice: A New 
Vision for Leadership at the Intersec­
tions” was part of the Phillip Sigal Me­
morial Lecture. This is a biannual event 
to honor Rabbi Sigal, an early leader of 
the interfaith movement in Grand Rap­
ids. The event is hosted by the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute and the Interfaith Di­
alogue Association, two West Michigan 
groups promoting interfaith relations.
Baily is an ordained minister in the 
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church. She is also the founder and execu­
tive director of the Faith Matters Network, 
a multi-faith organization that promotes 
leaders and storytellers. Besides being a re­
ligious figure, Baily has done activist work 
with several groups including the Bill Em­
erson Hunger Fellows, Community Food 
Advocates, and Black Lives Matter.
During her talk, Baily stressed the idea 
of accompaniment, when different reli­
gious and racial groups come together to 
support and understand each other.
“Someone who doesn’t look like you, 
who may not share your core beliefs, but
R
SEE INTERFAITH I A2
48th Avenue construction to begin in late April
MAKING IMPROVEMENTS: Traffic passes by the Meadows Crossing apartment complex on 48th Avenue. Construction to 48th Avenue will begin at the end of 
the semester and will widen the street from its current two lanes into a four-lane boulevard with a bus lane and a non-motorized sidewalk, gvl | emily frye
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM
he Ottawa County 
Road Commission 
(OCRC) is moving 
forward with con­
struction plans to 
widen 48th Avenue beginning at 
the end of this month.
Construction on 48th Avenue is 
set to take place at the start of Lake 
Michigan Drive and end about 300 
feet past the Copper Beech Town- 
homes complex. The current plan 
is to expand the two-lane road into 
a four-lane boulevard separated by 
areas of grass in the center.
The expansion will also include 
the creation of a 10-foot wide non- 
motorized sidewalk with potential 
for a lighting district alongside it.
Jerry Alkema, supervisor of 
Allendale Charter Township, 
said an increase in lanes on 48th 
Avenue will help ac­
commodate the al­
ready high traffic.
“We’re at a 12,000 
traffic count all the 
way along there, so 
it’s ready for an up­
grade,” Alkema said.
“It’s a two-lane road 
now and the traffic is 
too much. We could 
do three lanes and that 
would satisfy prob­
ably another 10 years- 
worth of capacity, but 
in 10 years you’d have 
to rip it all out and do it again, so that 
wouldn’t make sense.”
The creation of a four-lane high­
way has a number of advantages, 
according to Alkema, including an 
outside lane dedicated to buses.
“The outside pass, 
or outside lane, is 
dedicated for busing, 
because otherwise 
wed have to do con­
stant turn outs,” Alke­
ma said. “This (lane) 
wouldn’t be very 
disruptive to traffic. 
Then, anything that 
comes in the future 
that changes (48th 
Avenue) won’t change 
the bus stop.”
Construction is 
expected to begin fol­
lowing Grand Valley State Univer­
sity’s exam week, to accommodate 
students moving off campus.
Brett Laughlin, managing direc­
tor of the OCRC, said the project 
will be divided into two phases.
“Phase I will consist of a storm 
sewer system, southbound roadway, 
county drain relocation, sidewalk, 
intersections, restorations and some 
permanent signage,” Laughlin said. 
“Phase II will consist of the north­
bound roadway, permanent signage 
and pavement markings."
During phase I, laughlin said to 
expect a complete closure of 48th Av­
enue from the start of M-45 to 1350 
feet south of Pierce Street. The inter­
section at 48th Avenue and Pierce 
Street will be closed to all through 
traffic, while the intersection at 48th 
Avenue and West Campus Drive will 
provide temporary access to GVSU.
SEE48TH I A2
“(48th Avenue is) 
a two>lane road 
now and the traffic 
is too much. ”
JERRY ALKEMA 
SUPERVISOR, ALLEN ULE 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP
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GVSU PSYCHOLOGIST PASSES AWAY
Grand Valley State University regrets to inform that Mary 
Jo Thiel, a psychologist in the University Counseling Center, 
died at the age of 60 on Feb. 25.
Thiel joined GVSU as a staff psychologist and research 
coordinator in 1997. In 2004, she moved on to create her 
own successful private practice.
In addition to her work in counseling, Thiel is remem­
bered for her generosity to charities supporting both animal 
and human life.
CELEBRATING WOMEN AWARDS HANDS OUT HONORS
The Women’s Commission honored individuals who are 
making a positive impact on the lives of women during the 
Celebrating Women Awards ceremony on March 29.
Notable honorees include Emerging Professional Award- 
winner Allison Montaie, assistant director of the Women’s 
Center; Women’s Community Impact Award-winner Cara 
Ocobock, assistant professor of biomedical sciences; and 
Unsung Hero Award-winner Doris Penn, project coordinator 
for the registrar's office.
Grand Valley State University students Ariana Jordan, 
Penni Kimble and Jaedah Pickens were recognized for 
their commitment to gender justice with the Outstanding 
Student Award.
In the same night, the campus organization Positive 
Black Women awarded four scholarships to Deandreah 
Hollowell, Odell McFarland IV, Shaniya Stevenson and 
Emnet Woldemicael.
SPOKEN-WORD POETS TO GIVE PERFORMANCE ON 
GENDER INEQUALITY
Two spoken-word poets will visit Grand Valley State 
University to perform an interactive show that teaches 
about feminism and gender inequality on April 4.
Performers Megan Falley and Olivia Gatwood will use 
humor and poetry to talk about topics such as street 
harassment, body image, rape culture and more. Falley and 
Gatwood will also host the workshop, “Consent isn’t sexy:
It’s mandatory,” directly following the show.
“Speak Like a Girl” is LIB 100-approved and will take 
place from 6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. in the Mary Idema Pew 
Library Multipurpose Room.
For additional information about the event, contact 
Maddie Rhoades at rhoadmad@mail.gvsu.edu.
FASHION SHOW TO HIGHLIGHT PROFESSIONAL 
OUTFITS
As summer quickly approaches, more students are inter­
viewing with possible employers and internship recruiters. 
Career services will help such students dress for success 
when it hosts a fashion show on April 5.
Students will learn what to wear to a professional 
interview or networking event through a fashion show 
featuring interview-approved clothing. The event will 
also give students the chance to win fun prizes and 
professional attire.
"Dress for Success” will take place from 4 p.m. until 6 
p.m. in Room 2204 of the Kirkhof Center, located on Grand 
Valley State University’s Allendale Campus.
WEBINAR WILL TEACH STRATEGIES ON PROMOT­
ING BUSINESS ONLINE
The Michigan Small Business Development Center will 
host a webinar on how to effectively promote small busi­
ness online on April 5.
In the webinar, participants will learn about website 
design and effectiveness, traditional versus electronic mar­
keting tools, marketing communication strategies and more.
“Get Your Business Online” is free to the public and will 
take place from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. at West Shore 
Community College.
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48TH
CONTINUED FROM A1
All northbound and 
southbound traffic through 
48th Avenue at this time will 
be redirected west through 
56th Avenue.
Phase I is scheduled to 
be completed by Aug. 12, a 
little more than one week 
before Transitions week will 
begin at GVSU.
“The goal of the Phase I 
completion date is to have 
the southbound lanes open 
prior to the majority of the 
students arriving back to 
campus in the fall,” Laughlin 
said. “This will allow for the 
buses to run their normal 
routes and schedules.”
Phase II of construction 
will allow only for south­
bound traffic, with north­
bound traffic being directed 
through the same detour as in 
Phase I. Intersections at 48th 
Avenue and Pierce Street as 
well as 48th Avenue and West 
Campus Drive will be open to 
all through traffic.
Phase II will by completed 
by Sept 30.
Laughlin said more infor­
mation about the project will 
be available following the selec­
tion of a contractor and a pre­
construction meeting.
HEALTH
CONTINUED FROM A1
shadow of Sept. 11,” Merkle 
said “We also have families 
that have been struggling with 
the economy. That’s all not a 
very stabilizing environment, 
and young people aren’t im­
mune to anxiety.”
Amber Roberts, director 
of the Counseling Center at 
GVSU, said she also believes 
a decrease in negative stigma 
around mental health has 
added to the rise in students 
the Counseling Center sees.
“We’ve always been busy, 
but before when we were 
busy, we were still able to not 
have session limits, or to see 
students more frequently?’ she 
said “Were just as busy now, 
but we can’t do as much. The 
demand has definitely risen in 
the last five years.”
As the demand for mental 
health help has increased, the 
resources for students have 
been stretched thin. While 
students who need emer­
gency appointments are seen 
the same day by a counselor, 
individuals who have less im­
mediate cases may have to 
wait up to two weeks to get an 
appointment with a Counsel­
ing Center staff member.
Crisis events, marked by
a traumatic event, a student 
not attending class, suicidal 
thoughts or other substantial 
life changes, can take up more 
of a counselor’s time than a 
less severe case.
Though the number of 
high-risk cases are on the rise, 
the Counseling Center fund­
ing has maintained at about 
0.5 percent of GVSU’s overall 
budget in the last five years. 
While Roberts said she feels 
the Counseling Center is sup­
ported by the GVSU commu­
nity, she said additional fund­
ing would be beneficial.
“Do I love having people 
wait longer? Of course not,” 
Roberts said. “I would like 
more funding, it’s just stiff 
competition for resources. Ev­
erybody has needs.”
While there does not ap­
pear to be a decrease in need 
for mental health resources in 
the near future, the university 
does not have any immediate 
plans to increase the percent­
age of funding the Counsel­
ing Center receives.
“I think we’ve devoted a 
lot of resources, we provide a 
lot of support for students to 
be successful,” Merkle said. 
“But, there are some limits. 
At some point, we have to 
grapple with how much of 
our university resources to 
devote (to mental health).”
Merkle said that as the 
university enrollment pla­
teaus, GVSU will be able to 
better determine what types 
of resources will best serve its 
student population.
“We have a much larger, 
vibrant group program, so 
that two counselors can see 
10 students in an hour and a 
half, instead of two students,” 
Roberts said.
Next year, Roberts hopes 
to roll out a triage system for 
Counseling Center appoint­
ments, allowing students to 
come in for a brief session 
with a counselor to determine 
how severe a student’s need is 
for future appointments.
“That will get everybody 
in a lot quicker, but it doesn’t 
solve the wait time down the 
road,” she said. “It’s balancing 
that choice of a wait at the be­
ginning or a wait after we’ve 
seen you and can assess you.”
Moving forward, Merk­
le hopes to find the bal­
ance between resources 
and student need for men­
tal health services.
“We have a very good 
Counseling Center, with a 
hardworking staff. I so ap­
preciate how they support 
our students,” Merkle said. 
“We have to continue to 
look for ways to best utilize 
our resources.”
was something fundamentally wrong with 
them. That was not the gospel I knew, that 
was not the gospel I felt in my heart.”
As she grew in her religious life, she 
began asking questions and meeting new 
people, and gained new perspectives on 
other religions.
Baily said the country is in an age of 
growing racial and religious diversity, 
and it can either come together and be 
there for fellow Americans, or be split 
apart by differences.
She said the work of Faatimah Knight, a 
Muslim woman who raised money to help 
rebuild black Christian churches in the 
South that were burned down as a result of 
racial violence, is a perfect example of the 
, yalueofa^fompaniment. _ .... ,.r
“Knight decided there was nothing 
more sacred she could do than to raise 
money to rebuild black churches in the 
South,” Baily said. “And she did, over 
$75,000. That is the embodiment of an 
ethic of accompaniment.”
Katie Gordon, program manager of the 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute, said Baily was 
invited because her beliefs are what the me­
morial lecture is all about.
“I think Jen represents what the future 
of interfaith is,” Gordon said. “The model 
of interfaith leadership is going to be one 
rooted in this concept of intersectionality, 
where you bring the fullness and complex­
ity of your identity to the table.”
dirty, because why else would my skin be 
brown?” Baily said. “That early experi­
ence of direct racism endowed me with 
a deep sense of empathy.”
Baily also talked about more recent ex­
amples of persecution in her life, using the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 11 as an example.
“I saw on (television) that people that 
were brown like me were suddenly our en­
emies, I thought the one place that I would 
hear a message of hope and unity would 
be church,” Baily said. “(At church) I heard 
that Muslims were our enemies, that there
UNDERSTANDING: Rev. Jennifer Baily speaks at the Kaufman Interfaith Institute's Peter 
Sigal Memorial Lecture in GVSU’s Pew Campus Loosemore Auditorium. GVL | SARA carte
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/lnterfalth
FOR MORE INFORMATION
INTERFAITH
CONTINUED FROM A1
from the very wells of their being, from 
the very wells of tradition, believes 
wholeheartedly that we as a people, are 
each other’s business,” Baily said.
She talked about her own experience 
and how racial and religious persecution 
influenced her childhood
“One of my earliest experiences in 
my school was being told that I was
CLUES ACROSS
1. Engine additive 36. Blood clot
4. Recipe measurement (abbr.) 41. Route
7. Tooth caregiver 45. Reach a higher position
10. Hawaiian dish 46. American state
11. Retirement account 47. Erases
12 Basketball player Ming 50. Expunge
13. Say suddenly 53. Waits around idly
15. Carbon isotope ration (abbr.) 54. Came into
16. Frasier Crane’s brother 56. Nikolai__, Bolshevik theorist
19. Framework over oil well 57. 007's creator
21. Edible mollusk 59. Dravidian language
23. Handy 60. Central nervous system
24. Japanese banjo 61. Male child
25. Microwave 62. Bom of
26. Double-reed instrument 63. A period of history
27. Covered 64. A major division of
30. Leaseholders geological time
34. Master of business 65. Doctor of Education
35 Herb
CLUES DOWN
1. Prods 31. 7th letter of the Greek alphabet
2. Tempest 32. Records electrical activity
3. Miserable 33. Car mechanics group
4. Excited 37. Speaking
5. Temindung Airport 38. A formal permiaaion
6. Provides shade from the sun 39. Exploiter
7. Generators 40. Affixed
8. Newspapers 41. External genitals
9. Unaccompanied flights 42. Deity
13. Bahrain dinar 43. Eat these with soup
14. Romanian currency 44. Swerved
17 Between northeast and east 47. Connects two pipes
18 London Southend Airport 48. Challenger
20. Cucumber 49. Ranch (Spanish)
22. Lovable pig 51. Righted
27. Woman (French) 52. Fatty-fleshed fish
28. Defensive nuclear weapon 53. Prosecutes alleged criminals
29 Clutch 58. Swiss river
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APRIL FOOLS’ DAY
Life, liberty and
T. HAAS FOR PRESIDENT: GVSU President Thomas Haas poses with his "presidential candi­
date campaign” posters at the April Fools’ Day surprise pizza party. GVL I KASEY GARVELINK
the pursuit of pizza
April Fools’ Day prank encourages voter registration
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
ot satisfied with the 
current candidates 
running for the 
presidency this elec­
tion cycle? Grand 
Valley State University President 
Thomas Haas’ “A candidate you 
can crust” April Fools’ Day cam­
paign put him as the frontrunner 
for the Pizza Party nomination 
for the fall election.
Haas hosted a pizza party 
on April 1 near the 20/20 desk 
in the Kirkhof Center, serving 
pizza and taking pictures with 
students. He said that while he 
has a great campaign, his run 
as the Pizza Party nominee is 
to encourage GVSU students 
to use their voices during the 
electoral season.
“Our students have a very 
important voice and they are 
the future of the United States,” 
Haas said. “We have students at
Grand Valley that can engage 
in the dialogue that can make 
our nation better for them and 
for future generations.”
While Haas spoke to GVSU 
students and campus tour 
groups, the Community Service 
Learning Center at Grand Valley 
State University helped students 
register to vote.
Alaina Woloszyn, the promo­
tions office coordinator at the Of­
fice of Student Sife at GVSU, said 
that while they have done April 
Fools’ Day pranks throughout 
the years, this year’s the prank 
focused on an opportunity to 
interact with students and give 
them something to laugh at.
Setting up a photo booth 
provided by 48 West to act as 
a voting booth with red, white 
and blue props, students could 
take pictures, while others ate 
pizza provided by campus din­
ing, after filling out voter regis­
tration forms.
Most students, Woloszyn
said, understood the Pizza Party 
campaign was a joke right away, 
but enjoyed interacting with the 
university president.
“The voter registration is 
also an easy way for students to 
become civically engaged with 
their community, which helps 
further Grand Valleys learning 
outcomes,” Woloszyn said.
Rachel Shippy, a sophomore 
at GVSU, said that the while 
she was surprised that the Pizza 
Party campaign was a prank, 
she enjoyed the message—and 
pizza—behind the event.
“Free pizza on any occasion 
is great,” she said. “I like that T. 
Haas does these kinds of things, 
it feels more personable because 
you actually see him out here 
interacting with students and 
that’s pretty cool.”
GO TO:
www.mlchlgan.gov
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
GOVERNANCE RECOGNITION
DIVERSITY: Student senators Andrew Hereza and Jared Benes express their points of view during a general assembly last semester. 
Student senate will vote on a resolution concerning mandatory faculty and staff intercultural education on April 7. GVL I ARCHIVE
Student senate to vote on mandatory 
intercultural training for new faculty
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM
t isn’t a secret that the ma­
jority of people at Grand 
Valley State University are 
white. In fact, 83 percent of 
students and 81 percent of 
faculty and staff identify as Caucasian. 
While the university is working on ex­
panding its diversity, the current make­
up of race poses difficulties for faculty 
and staff to be educated about students 
of color and other minority groups.
GVSU’s student senate is trying to 
find a solution to this problem. Sena­
tor Cameron Saghaiepour brought a 
resolution to the senate body during the 
March 31 general assembly.
His resolution is to “support the estab­
lishment of a comprehensive educational 
seminar, led by the University Academic 
Senate, for incoming and returning facul­
ty, on the topic of race in hopes to achieve 
a better awareness among faculty on how
to understand and be considerate of race 
in the classroom.”
Saghaiepour drafted this resolution as 
an “affirmation of student support” if this 
seminar were to happen. He said UAS 
already has something like this in the 
works, and this would simply show that 
student senate supports the idea.
He encouraged senators who may not 
be effected by this to still think of it as an 
important topic to talk about and act on.
“For those of you who don’t neces­
sarily understand the nature of this res­
olution, it might require you to empa­
thize with those in this resolution that 
it directly effects,” Saghaiepour said. 
“While your perception might be lim­
ited in understanding issues like this, 
please think outside the box.”
The majority of senators supported 
this resolution with one stipulation: fo­
cus on educating for “intercultural con­
fidence” instead of focusing just on race. 
This includes people with learning dis­
abilities, the LGBTQ community, race
and other students whose background 
may put them on an uncomfortable 
learning situation.
According to Saghaiepour, if a faculty 
or staff member isn’t well-educated on 
how to deal with different types of people 
from different backgrounds, it will be dif­
ficult for all parties involved to properly 
teach, learn and advise others.
“I think you (should) talk about other 
minority groups on campus like religious 
communities, LGBTQ community, not 
just our minority race population,” Sena­
tor Michael Sullivan said. “I would sup­
port this resolution if it encompassed 
those factors as well.”
Other senators questioned the logis­
tics of it, curious to how often this would 
happen and if it would be required for all 
staff members at GVSU.
Vice president of the educational af­
fairs committee, Maria Beelen, helped 
clarify things, noting it could only be
j. SEE SENATE I A6
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‘It’s not what you know, 
it’s who you know’
American Marketing Association at 
GV receives national recognition
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOC!A TE@LANTHORN.COM
he American 
Marketing As­
sociation (AMA) 
at GVSU has 
earned their fair 
share of awards at the annual 
International Collegiate Con­
ference. After taking home 
several awards at last year’s 
conference, the GVSU chap­
ter received this year’s “Exem­
plary College Chapter Perfor­
mance” recognition.
GVSU students awarded 
included: Christian Carr, Kristi 
Grden, Marisa Bertoia, Me­
lissa Vu, Maddie 
Rich, Samantha 
Stewart and Ty­
ler Evans.
Taking place 
from March 17 - 
March 19, board 
members of the 
GVSU AMA
chapter at­
tended the 38th 
annual Interna­
tional Collegiate 
AMA Confer­
ence in New Or­
leans. Welcom­
ing over 1,400 
marketers, the event allowed 
for networking opportunities 
and possible professional con­
nections, said Maria Landon, 
GVSU’s AMA adviser.
The student-run organiza­
tion received the Exemplary 
Performance Award based on 
the work they have done as a 
chapter. In order to be eligible, 
the GVSU chapter had to sub­
mit an annual report. Included 
in this report was a detailed
description of everything 
the chapter accomplished 
throughout the year, includ­
ing fundraisers, firm tours 
and meetings with speakers, 
implementation of directors 
and a recruitment video.
This annual report is then 
submitted to the national as­
sociation, where it is judged 
based on accpmplisfiqiepts. a,r\d 
results of the aca(iemic year.
“Our executive hoard, 
worked very hard this year 
to make a memorable ex­
perience for our members 
and we are happy with our 
results,” Grden said.
Advisers for the chapter, 
Landon and 
Kevin Lehnert 
also submit­
ted an abstract 
titled, “Advis­
ing Student 
Organizations 
via Value Based 
Leadership” at 
the conference, 
which was pub­
lished and rec­
ognized. Land­
on was given 
the opportu­
nity to present 
the abstract to 
those in attendance.
After coming back from 
the International Collegiate 
Conference, the AMA chap­
ter at GVSU is looking for­
ward to applying the informa­
tion they learned at the event, 
Grden said.
“The future of AMA will be 
bright,” Grden said. “As digital 
marketing is growing, we want
SEE AMA I A6
“Our executive 
board worked very 
hard this year to 
make a memorable 
experience...and 
we are happy with 
our results.”
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EDITORIAL
Staying
committed 
to mental 
health
GV’s Counseling Center needs 
additional funding to function
ealing with full 
loads of classes, 
exams and proj­
ects while main­
taining a healthy 
social life, body and mind 
can be a lot for someone to 
deal with. Students are well 
aware of the mental toll that 
college can have on a person. 
Luckily, Grand Valley State 
University has a Counseling 
Center available that students 
can use for free. The Counsel­
ing Center provides different 
types of services to fit a stu­
dents specific needs. Though 
GVSU provides counseling 
services that are available to 
all students, it would be ben­
eficial to allocate additional 
funds and resources at GVSU 
to a program as vital and as 
in-demand as the Counseling 
Center.
We understand the uni­
versity’s main purpose is not 
as a full-time mental health 
facility, but mental illness and 
distress are ever-increasingly 
present issues on our campus. 
This is an issue that should 
not be shorted in any way.
Since last year, there has 
been an increase of 13 stu­
dents referred to the hospital 
for mental health crises, and
an increase of 22 total crisis 
incidents. Additionally, three 
Lakers committed suicide 
this year. While these num­
bers may seem insignificant 
in a student body of more 
than 25,000, any increase in 
mental health crises should
be alarming to the GVSU 
community.
Though the Counseling 
Center employs over 26 staff 
members, often, counselors’ 
schedules are booked back- 
to-back without much room 
for walk-ins. At some point, 
when schedules are this full, 
there is a process of prioritiza­
tion that occurs. Those with 
the most severe cases are fit 
into the schedule as soon as 
possible, as they should be.
However, this brings 
up an interesting dilemma. 
What situations take prece­
dence over others? For those 
suffering any kind of trauma,
consistency can be a key part 
in the healing process. It’s 
important that we provide 
resources for everyone, no 
matter the level of risk.
At certain times in the 
year, like in October, the busi­
est month for the Counseling 
Center, students may have to 
face up to a two-week wait. If 
a student is seeking help and 
are forced to wait, they may 
feel discouraged from getting 
any type of help at all. For a 
student struggling to keep up 
with classes and daily life, two 
weeks is a long time to wait.
This does not mean the 
Counseling Center will ever 
turn away a person in need, 
it simply shows the counsel­
ing services at GVSU are be­
ing used to their full potential 
and then some.
In Allendale, there aren’t 
many resources, either. There 
are just a few private counsel­
ing centers in Allendale, but 
a student’s insurance may 
not cover the cost, if they 
have insurance at alL Grand 
Rapids offers more counsel­
ing resources, but if a student 
doesn’t have a car, it may be 
difficult for them to travel.
In order to keep GVSU’s 
mental health resources run­
ning smoothly, and to ensure 
that all students who are in 
need of counseling have a 
place to go in a timely man­
ner, the university needs to al­
locate more funds toward the 
Counseling Center. There are 
many students making use of 
this important resource, and 
extra funds and counselors 
for the center would ensure 
room for more students to 
utilize the resource, allowing 
the program to operate to the 
best of its ability. While we 
understand that resources are 
stretched thin across the en­
tire university, mental health 
isn’t something that should be 
put on a shelf, to be looked at 
on a later date.
The mental health of Lak­
ers should be a priority, and 
funding allocations need to 
reflect the university’s com­
mitment to the well-being of 
its students.
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The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
comment and criticism in the 
Grand Valley State University 
community. Student opinions 
published here do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
aims to be a safe vehicle for 
community discussion. The 
Lanthorn will not publish 
or entertain any forms of 
hate speech, but will not 
discriminate against any other 
views, opinions or beliefs. The 
content, information and views 
expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those 
of the university, its Board of 
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the 
opinion page appear as space 
permits, and are reserved 
for letters to the editor only,
all other reader-generated 
content can be submitted to 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s 
YourSpace page by emailing 
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should 
include the author’s full name 
and relevant title along with a 
valid email and phone number 
for confirming the identity of 
the author Letters should be 
approximately 500-650 words 
in length, and are not edited 
by the staff of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn outside of technical 
errors for clarity.
To make a submission, 
email at editorial@lanthorn. 
com or by dropping off your 
submission in person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER 
GRAND VALLEY STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401 
616-826-8276
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Fighting back against the wage gap
BY RACHEL BORASHKO
EDI TOR I A L@LAN THORN. COM
he U.S. women’s 
national soccer 
team has filed a 
lawsuit against 
the U.S. Soccer 
Federation for not getting 
equal pay for equal work. 
Women’s sports teams are 
often paid less than men’s, 
in addition to getting less 
media coverage and respect.
Many people will be quick 
to jump to the condusion that 
it’s just because women’s sports
somehow “just aren’t as inter­
esting,” or “people watch them 
less, so they get paid less.”
Yet, according to ESPNW, 
“The filing, citing figures 
from the USSF’s 2015 finan­
cial report, says that despite 
the women’s team generat­
ing nearly $20 million more 
revenue last year than the U.S. 
men’s team, the women are 
paid almost four times less.”
Quite frankly, I wish this 
surprised me. Am I upset? 
Yes. I am irritated that men’s 
sports get so much more 
attention, praise, recognition 
and monetary compensation 
for their work. But sur­
prised? Not for a second.
We have been growing up 
our whole lives hardly hearing 
about women’s sports, while 
an exorbitant amount of 
mainstream media attention 
has been given to men. This is 
why we need feminism.
In 2015, it seems the 
women finally had enough, 
after winning the World Cup,
which the men’s team has 
never done. They have had 
enough of not being com­
pensated the same way that 
men are when they’re doing 
the same amount of work.
I would even argue that the 
women are working harder.
I mean, I don’t know a whole 
lot about sports, but they did 
just win the World Cup.
If I don’t know about sports, 
why am I writing this? Because 
I do know about women and 
inequality. So let me say this:
I am proud of these women 
for sticking up for their rights, 
especially in such a public way. 
While women have made leaps 
and bounds of progress in 
terms of equality over the last 
100 years, there is obviously 
Still room to grow.
There is absolutely no 
reason that women should 
be paid any less than men 
for doing literally the same 
job, and doing it better. Ifie 
women’s national soccer team 
is the perfect example. While
not all situations are not quite 
this extreme, it is ridiculous 
that there is any instance 
where a woman is being paid 
nearly four times less than a 
man for doing the same job.
Why do we see this kind 
of inequality? The short 
answer is because it has al­
ways been this way. Women 
have always been seen as 
less competent, less able and 
less desirable in the world 
of sports. There wasn’t even 
a women’s league in the 
United States until 1951. 
However, this is the year 
2016, and it is far past time 
that we see a change.
These women are demand­
ing equal treatment, and I am 
proud of them for that. But 
they shouldn’t even have to 
demand it. No woman should 
have to demand equal treat­
ment to a man. Unfortunately, 
that’s still not possible in our 
society. So, until then, I am 
glad that women are sticking 
up for themselves.
Surviving the dreaded group project
BY EMILY DORAN
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
very semester, I tend to have 
at least a few group proj­
ects for various classes due 
around midterms or right 
before final exams. I’m sure 
that many students would agree with me 
that group projects can be some of the 
most stressful assignments you can get 
during your time as an undergrad.
I personally have never been keen 
on the idea of someone’s grade being 
dependent on the effort (or lack thereof) 
of another student. Additionally, I don’t 
believe that group projects should be 
such an integral component of the un­
dergraduate curriculum. While I can ap- ’
preciate that certain necessary skill sets 
can be cultivated during the execution 
of group projects (the ability to work 
with others, put together slideshows 
and present in front of an audience, for 
example), I would argue that there are 
certain components of group projects 
that do not necessarily accurately reflect 
team efforts in the world of work.
For example, college students oper­
ate on varying schedules, unlike many 
employees who work together 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., students have to meet at odd times in 
order to put together their presentations. 
Nevertheless, despite these issues, group 
projects persist in making up a significant 
chunk of class assignments. With that in 
mind, I’ve put together a few ways that you 
can make group projects more tolerable.
First, it’s important that you get started 
as early as possible. You need to give your­
self plenty of time when you’re coordinat­
ing multiple people’s schedules. The earlier 
you start, too, the sooner you can address 
potential issues and roadblocks, such as 
differing opinions and work styles.
On that note, it’s important that ev­
eryone involved in the project get on the 
same page. Oftentimes, group members 
will start a project having differing ideas 
about the direction they want to pursue. 
Obviously, this is an issue; without agree­
ment, there can be no real progress.
In order to resolve this problem, you 
can start by having judgment-free brain­
storming sessions, during which time 
everyone involved can air their opinions, 
ideas and concerns. Then, you should 
be able to work together to (hopefully 
unanimously) pick the best direction.
Efficiently utilizing each group 
member’s strengths is also key to 
surviving group projects and mak­
ing them the best they can be. If one 
person happens to excel at making 
PowerPoints, for example, then that 
is he/she should be doing. If another 
person is effective at public speaking, 
then perhaps he/she should take the 
lead presenting the final project.
By divvying up the work according to 
people’s strengths, you’re bound to pro­
duce the best group project possible. Still, 
though, it’s important to hold each other 
accountable in order to produce a quality 
project, so checking in with each other and 
meeting regularly is also a good idea.
Although group projects tend to be 
stressful more often than not, there are 
ways to make them more tolerable. You 
can get started as early as possible, make 
sure that everyone involved is on the same 
page, and delegate work according to 
individual team member’s strengths.
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU THINK THERE ARE ADEQUATE RESOURCES FOR MENTAL HEALTH AT GVSU?
SALIENA MEY
"Yeah, there’s the Counseling Center that I 
know of. That’s really all I know for sure.
YEAR: Freshman 
MAJOR: Nursing 
HOMETOWN: Holland. Michigan
RACHEL GATICA
“I’ve never really had to deal with that. I think I 
heard someone say there was counseling in the 
Student Services Building, but I’ve never gone to 
it. I feel like there are if you look for it.”
YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Hospitality and tourism management 
HOMETOWN: Zeeland. Michigan
ALEX KAYFISH
“I haven’t looked into them, so I don’t know. They 
seem to have signs everywhere that have a bunch 
of mental health stuff, but I haven’t seen much in 
what the mental health services are here ”
YEAR: Sophomore 
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: Clarkston. Michigan
LASHAWNTELLE CARSON-POPS
“I would say we have resources for mental 
health. I know that they’re here, but I feel like a 
lot of people don’t know that they’re here. So I 
feel like there needs to be more publicity for it."
YEAR: Senior
S1AJOR: Women and gender studies OMETOWN: Lansing, Michigan
BY SANDA VAZGEC
SVAZGEC@LANTHORN.COM
ike any large organiza­
tion, the population 
at Grand Valley State 
University encompasses 
people from many dif­
ferent walks of life. There are many 
organizations and departments to 
represent these diverse groups, and 
recognizing their accomplishments 
and milestones is an important part 
of these organizations’ work.
On March 30, the Milton E. Ford 
LGBT Resource Center held the 
PRIDE Awards to honor those who 
have positively contributed to the LG- 
BTQ+ community at GVSU.
“We get to come together as a 
community here at GVSU in the 
midst of all this vitriol were seeing 
in the world out there,” said Scott 
Burden, graduate assistant for the 
LGBT Resource Center. “We get to 
honor students who are resilient 
and who resist against that.”
The event recognized students,
BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
SSLAUGHTER@LANTHORN.COM
any professors bring 
real-world experience 
into their classrooms 
through guest lecturers. 
Professor Mark Kubik, 
who teaches in the Seidman College 
of Business, brought an old friend 
and Grand Valley State University 
alumnus Frank Buscemi to speak to 
his students on March 31.
Buscemi spoke to students about 
his career and marketing in the real 
world, focusing his topic of discus­
sion based on the class.
His presentation showed a foot­
path of his career, allowing students 
to see the many steps that may be re­
quired to reach their goals.
A 1993 GVSU graduate, Buscemi 
majored in communications and 
journalism, while also taking music 
classes for his minor. He was also a 
member of the Grand Valley Lan- 
thom and of the Tau Kappa Epsilon 
fraternity, an organization that no 
longer exists on campus.
Upon graduation, Buscemi said 
he wanted to go into broadcasting 
or sports writing, and considered 
becoming a full time musician. As 
many college students do, he changed
CONTRIBUTION: Carrie Simmons gives the Service to the Community Award to Monica Johnstone and Gary Van Harn. The 
PRIDE Awards were held in the Kirkhof Center on March 30 to honor members of the LGBT community. GVL I LUKE holmes
ticipation and service to the resource 
center and expanding organizations 
on campus. The two presented a quilt 
made by allies that represents the in- 
tersectionality of each persons life. The 
Milt Quilt was made to honor Milton 
E. Fords vision and will be on display 
in the resource center office.
Other staff award recipients 
included: Neal Rogness for the 
PRISM Award, C£el Keegan for the 
Faculty Engagement Award and 
the Solidarity Award given to Allie 
Montaie and Takeelia Garrett.
GVSU students Andrew Collier, 
Samm Martin and Alex Vail were 
awarded the Outstanding Student 
Leadership Award for their participa­
tion and contributions.
Burden was recognized for his 
work as a graduate assistant in the 
program.
“Scott is far and away the best grad 
I’ve ever had the privilege to super­
vise,” said Carrie Simmons, program 
coordinator for the LGBT Resource 
Center. “Having someone in this role 
who is so considerate, devoted, enthu­
siastic, intelligent, hardworking and 
courageous has been a true gift”
The event also included entertain­
ment provided by students, including 
a poetry reading by Ashlynn Rowell 
and Erica Ruffner, spoken word per­
formed by Natalia Walter, a vocal per­
formance by Eric Lacerna and a dance 
by drag performer Roxy Cox.
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/lgbtrc
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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CELEBRATING
PRIDE
PRIDE Awards recognize 
marginalized communities
faculty and staff who have made 
significant strides to improve the 
LGBTQ+ environment on campus 
and make it a safe and accommo­
dating space.
Award recipients included student 
organizations such as: the Queer Alli­
ance, Loud and Queer, T2, Intersec­
tions Ambassadors, QTPoC, Out ‘N’ 
About and In the Margins.
These organizations were 
recognized for their advocacy, 
education, alliance and provid­
ing support to members of the 
LGBTQ+ community.
Faculty and staff were also hon­
ored for their contributions and ef­
forts toward the community.
The Milton E. Ford Leadership 
Award was given to Jessica Jennrich, 
director of the Womens Center, for 
her continued support, advocacy and 
mentorship of students. Jennrich also 
serves a member of the LGBT Cen­
ters advisory committee.
Gary Van Ham and Monica 
Johnstone were awarded the Service 
to Community Award for their par­
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his mind. Eventually, he found his 
way to public relations and corporate 
communications.
Once he found this gateway, he 
began the many steps to building a 
successful career. Buscemi started as 
a writer for the Oakland Press before 
moving into public relations.
After a few other 
position changes, he 
found himself in the 
corporate communi­
cations sector, working 
at a German automo­
tive supplier, moving 
to a marketing posi­
tion in 2008, then set­
tling at the employer 
that he works for today,
TI Automotive.
Buscemi works 
with global branding 
and marketing of the 
company, a worldwide 
supplier specializing in automotive 
fluid systems, based in Auburn Hills, 
Michigan. Buscemi and his team 
work with advertising, speech writ­
ing and event management.
His wealth of experience made 
him a natural candidate for a guest 
lecture in Kubik’s classes. The pair 
first met in college when they pledged 
the same fraternity.
Relationships such as theirs high­
light one of the areas of Buscemi’s 
presentation: networking is key.
Buscemi attributes much of the 
success in his career to the network­
ing that he has done and encourages 
current students to do the same.
“Go to events in your field, make 
connections with peo­
ple in your field,” he 
said. “Every single job 
I’ve ever gotten was 
through my network 
of people.”
Part of Buscemi’s 
goal in returning to 
his alma mater to 
speak was to give back 
some of what he felt 
was lacking when he 
was in school. He felt 
that during his time in 
school, there weren’t 
enough guest speakers 
or individuals who spoke about real- 
world experience.
Many students took notice of his 
points on networking, staying after 
class to ask him questions. Buscemi 
said the knowledge he acquired both 
at GVSU and in the years after col­
lege allowed him to give an honest 
perspective to current students.
“Every single 
job I’ve ever 
gotten was 
through my 
network of 
people.”
FRANK BUSCEMI 
GVSU ALUMNUS
INNOVATION:
Members of Grand Valley State University's Formula SAE Racing Team (Chris 
Clark, right; Bert Vossler, left) work on creating push-rod plugs for the vehi­
cle’s suspension inside of the Eberhard Center’s engineering labs on March 17. 
The team members do not get class credit for the project, but gain experienc­
es that can be applied outside of the classroom. GVSU SAE racing is open to 
any GVSU engineering student. Once the students finish building their car, the 
team will compete against other universities in a multi-faceted competition.
KEVIN SIELAFF 
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recommended to existing staff 
and faculty.
“We can not make it man­
datory for existing faculty,” she 
said. “We can make it manda­
tory for incoming faculty be­
cause they have to go through 
this new faculty orientation 
and that is when it would take 
place. We are encouraging ex­
isting faculty to go to this, but 
we cannot make it mandatory.”
Overall, senators were 
pleased with the idea and ex­
pressed their support toward 
the idea of an educational semi­
nar, seeing it as something that 
was necessary for students and 
all faculty and staff.
“I think its something that is 
taking the right step for this uni- 
versityT Senator Andrew Hereza 
said “This is a movement in the 
right direction and I think its al­
ways good to open a dialogue.”
Student senate will vote on 
the resolution during their next 
general assembly meeting at 
4:30 p.m. on April 7 in the Pere 
Marquette Room in the Kirkhof 
Center.
help them when they en­
ter the professional world 
after graduation.
“My experience in 
AMA has been incred­
ible and I would recom­
mend anyone who wants 
to expand their group 
of contacts to come and 
check out a meeting,” 
Grden said. “Networking 
is so important in todays 
world. Its not what you 
know, its who you know.”
AMA
CONTINUED FROM A3
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Hito offer our members workshops in Photo­
shop and Illustrator to 
help students become 
more marketable.”
Another focus will be 
on gaining members and 
providing unique net­
working experiences for 
GVSU students that will
C
?
MARKETABLE: Students from GVSU’s American Marketing Association pose during their trip to the annual International Collegiate Conference in New Orleans. GVSU 
received this year's award for Exemplary College Chapter Performance, based on the group's overall performance during the academic year, courtesy | kristi grden
WE HELP 
THOSE WHO 
DO GOOD 
DO WELL.
Rediscover what makes us 
a different kind of financial 
partner at the new TIAA.org >
INVESTING I ADVICE I BANKING | RETIREMENT
BUILT TO PERFORM
CREATED TO SERVE
APRIL 4, 2016
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN 
# (&GVLARTS ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
ARTS AT A GLANCE
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiuiniiNiHiiNMiiiiHiiiiimiiiiniiMiiiiiiiiiiHiimiiiimiminiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiH
GRAND VALLEY WINDS
The Grand Valley Winds Quintet will perform works 
by Joseph Jongen, Arthur Fine and Gyorgy Ligeti at 
noon on April 6 in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Members 
include GVSU faculty, Christopher Kanter on flute, Malen 
Vavriokova on oboe, Joel Schekman on clarinet, Vincent 
Karamanov on bassoon and Richard Britsch on horn.
The Quintet’s mission is to enrich Grand Valley 
State University and its community by performing 
concerts of varied repertoire, to promote chamber 
music in the region, serve the state by offering free 
public school clinics and recitals, and to host instru­
ment days for middle school and high school students.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music.
CAREER EXPLORATION SEMINAR WITH SARAH 
GORDON, MANAGER OF ARTISTS & ATTRACTIONS, 
AND OPUS 3 ARTISTS
As part of the Career Exploration Seminar series, 
students will have the opportunity to hear from Sarah 
Gordon at 4 p.m. on April Gin the Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, Room 1325 in the Performing Arts Center.
Gordon is a manager and agent with Opus 3 Artists 
in New York, representing artists such as Sarah Chang, 
Conrad Tao and Les Violons du Roy.
Since joining Opus 3 in 2010, Gordon has 
distinguished herself as the top producing agent, ex­
panded the artist roster, and represents the company 
at national conferences.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music.
SPOTLIGHT PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS DAN+SHAY
The 2016 Spring Concert will feature the country 
duo Dan+Shay with opening acts Ryan Kinder and Joel 
Crouse at 8 p.m. on April 7 in the Fieldhouse Arena.
Critically acclaimed duo Dan+Shay (Dan Smyers 
and Shay Mooney) hit No. 1 on the Billboard Country 
Albums Chart with their first album “Where It All 
Began,” which was released in 2014.
With more than 25 million YouTube views, they are 
the only new country duo in SoundScan recorded history 
to debut at No. 1. Additionally, the pair has sold over 1.5 
million digital tracks and over 372,000 album equiva­
lents, which includes 117 million streams.
Doors will open at 7 p.m. and tickets are on sale 
at the 20/20 Information Desk. Grand Valley State 
University student tickets cost $10, GVSU staff/faculty/ 
alumni tickets cost $15, and public tickets are $25.
For more information visit www.danandshay.com or 
www.gvsu.edu/studentlife.
GVSU THEATER PRESENTS ‘SIX CHARACTERS IN 
SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR1
The Grand Valley State University theater department is 
putting on the show “Six Characters in search of an Author.”
The show tells the story of actors and directors 
interrupted in the preparation of a rehearsal by the 
arrival of six visitors. The six visitors say they are 
unfinished characters from a play and are looking for 
way to have their theater live completed.
The characters proceed to take over the rehearsal 
sharing their story through to its tragic conclusion. The 
show leaves the audience questioning the idea of objec­
tive reality and the shifting nature of human identity.
There will be showings at 7:30 p.m. on April 8 and 
9 and at 2 p.m. on April 10 in the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre of the Performing Arts Center.
Piano Studio Recital: Students of Helen Marlais
The piano students of Helen Marlais will perform in 
recital at 4 p.m. on April 9 in the Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, Room 1325 in the Performing Arts Center.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/piano.
CLARINET STUDIO RECITAL: STUDENTS OF 
ARTHUR CAMPBELL
The clarinet students of Arthur Campbell 
will perform in recital at 5 p.m. on April 9 in the 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, Room 1325 in the 
Performing Arts Center.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music.
NEW MUSIC: Kelly Smith plays the marimba in "Gravity" by Marc 
Mellits at the NME 10 year anniversary concert. GVL | Sara carte
STUDENT COMPETITION
Art2Park winner announced
WINNER: Valerie Wojciechowski’s design will be featured on the 
parking passes for 2016-17. COURTESY | GVSU PARKING SERVICES
BY DANIEL GOUBERT
DGOUBERT@LANTHORN.COM
f its true that “a 
pictures worth a 
thousand words,” 
then the winning 
photograph in 
Grand Valley State University’s 
2016-17 Art2Park competition 
will have a lot to say when it 
appears on thousands of regis­
tered GVSU vehicles this fall.
Organized by GVSU 
parking services, the annual 
competition allows students 
to submit potential parking 
permit designs which then go 
through two rounds of pub­
lic voting. Only the ten most 
popular entries make it past 
the first round. The winning
student receives a free park­
ing permit valued at $380, 
as well as the pride of seeing 
their creation on student and 
faculty vehicles campus-wide.
After 49 entries and nearly 
1,700 votes, parking services 
announced freshman Valerie 
Wojciechowski’s design as this 
year’s winner. Wojciechowski’s 
photo depicts a vivid sunset be­
hind the Cook Carillon Tower.
Wojciechowski, an advertis­
ing and public relations major 
with a photography minor, said 
her photo was not planned, 
yet it immediately generated a 
larger response than she could 
have planned for.
“It was a spur of the mo­
ment thing,” she said. “I was 
just walking home from the
library and the sun was per­
fect, and 1 happened to have 
my camera with me.
“I shared it on my Insta- 
gram, and Grand Valley put it 
on all their social media. It got 
really good feedback, people 
loved the photo. So, I thought 
it would be a really good pho­
to to use for (Art2Park).”
Wojciechowski said she 
remembered receiving simi­
lar feedback from parking 
service manager Lisa Garrin- 
ger, who told Wojciechowski 
that the photo had been Gar- 
ringer’s computer desktop 
wallpaper since it was first 
reposted online by GVSU.
Garringer organized the 
first Art2Park in 2012, after 
having spent her first four 
years at parking services de­
signing the permits herself. 
Garringer said Art2Park was 
inspired by GVSU’s mission 
to shape students’ lives, pro­
fessions and societies.
“I was looking for an oppor­
tunity to showcase the unbe­
lievable creativity and talent of 
our students,” Garringer said. “I 
was looking for a way for park­
ing services to actively partici­
pate in the uni­
versity mission 
and believed the 
contest provided 
me and the de­
partment that 
opportunity.”
Aside from 
exhibiting en­
trants’ creativity,
Art2Park also 
offers an annual 
internship op­
portunity for 
one student to 
help run and 
promote the competition. 
This year’s intern was GVSU
senior Ben Kaluski. Kaluski 
said he was impressed by the 
growth of Art2Park this year, 
as it experienced a 10 percent 
increase in total votes and 22 
percent increase in total par­
ticipants compared to last year.
“Every year, Art2Park con­
tinues to grow and produce 
incredible designs,” Kaluski 
said. “Art2Park was a huge 
success this year, and I’m ex­
cited to see how the permit 
will look after it’s printed.”
As for next year’s Art2Park, 
Wojciechowski said she already 
looks forward to competing 
again. She said that while she 
isn’t sure yet what she plans to 
photograph for the competi­
tion, her success this year has 
inspired her to investigate other 
picturesque GVSU locations.
“I think there are so many 
pretty places on campus,” 
Wojciechowski said. “When 1 
came here on a visit (before en­
rolling), I was like, ‘Where’s the 
part of campus that’s not pretty 
that they don’t show you?’ And 
then I came here and saw all of 
it and everything here is photo­
genic wherever you go.”
Wojciechowski said her 
interest in pho­
tography comes 
from its ability to 
transcend geo­
graphic space.
“You don’t 
have to be there 
to experience 
the beauty I saw 
on campus that 
night,” she said. 
“I think it’s really 
cool that through 
photography, 
you can share 
your life experi­
ences with people who have 
never been in that experience.”
“I shared it on 
my Instagram... 
and it got really 
good feedback, 
people loved the 
photo.”
VALERIE WOJCIECHOWSKI 
GVSU STUDENT
PERFORMANCES
New Music Ensemble celebrates 10 years
10 YEARS: Alumni Jonathan Nichol (left) and Geoffrey Deibel (right) perform “Black” by 
Marc Mellits at the New Music Ensemble 10th Anniversary Concert. GVL I Sara carte
BY CLAIRE FISHER
ARTS@LANTHORN.COM
fter 83 concerts, 33 com­
missioned pieces, three 
commercial recordings 
and three tours, the New 
Music Ensemble at Grand 
Valley State University has come a long 
way since its founding in 2006.
With 146 current and former 
members, the ensemble celebrated its 
accomplishments with a 10 year an­
niversary concert on April 2 at the 
Peter Martin Wege Theatre.
The New Music Ensemble is a GVSU 
group that plays music written in the last 
30 years. Founded by their director Bill 
Ryan, the undergraduate ensemble has 
promoted a variety of new music through 
commissions, tours, recordings, educa­
tional events, workshops and videos. With 
ensemble alumni on stage and in the au­
dience, GVSU administration and music 
faculty in attendance and members of the 
community, the concert was a testament 
to the achievements of the ensemble.
“This kind of success is a unique and 
wonderful teaching environment, an en­
vironment in which music of the last 30 
years is examined, performed, learned,” 
said Danny Phipps, chair of the music 
and dance department. “It’s done in a set­
ting where you have faculty and students 
performing together, alumni coming and 
performing, great artists from around 
the country coming to perform.
“It’s almost like an experimental class­
room. And out of that incredible vision and 
knowledge has come an amazing product.”
Also taking the opportunity to cel­
ebrate their work with composer Marc 
Mellits and his 50th birthday, the program 
for the concert contained all music com­
posed by Mellits. Over the years, Mellits 
composed two pieces for the New Music 
Ensemble and gave master classes, coach­
ing students in playing his compositions.
“There are other universities I have a 
relationship with, but this one is the most 
special,” Mellits said. “I’ve gotten to know 
the students over the years. To come back 
consistently is something special because 
you build a real relationship with the stu­
dents and the art that they’re creating.”
One of the pieces Mellits was com­
missioned to write for the ensemble is 
“Processations.” Written in 2015, the 
piece uses the speech the speech of Steve 
Reich, a composer and friend of Mellits.
Starting with just four notes being
played on the piano, the other instru­
ments join in one by one, followed by what 
sounds like an old and distant recording of 
Reich’s voice. The recording eventually be­
comes clear enough to hear “I do not mean 
the process of composition, but rather that 
pieces of music are literally processes.”
“’Processations’ is about exposing a 
music process and listening to a process 
for what it is,” Mellits said. “It’s a process. 
It’s not trying to be anything else. It’s just 
a musical process. It’s about the process 
of it, it has a beauty itself. That’s what I’m 
trying to do with ‘Processations’ is ex­
pose the process as the beauty.”
Just as music is a process, the New Mu­
sic Ensemble has gone through its own 
process of growth during the last 10 years
SEE NEW MUSIC | A8
Thursday, April 7th
National Alcohol 
Screening Day
Kirkhof: 1 0a-4p 
Rec Center: 10a-2p 
Devos C: 1 0a-2p 
CHS Lobby: 1 0a-2p
Learn more at gvsu.edu/counse! or cal! (616) 331*3266
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POETRY
Michael Reyes uses poetry to 
address social justice issues
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DISCUSSION: Michael Reyes interacts with the audience in between reciting poems in the Cook- 
DeWitt Center on March 30. He spoke about social justice issues, using poetry. GVL | LUKE holmes
BY MARISSA LAPORTE
MLAPORTE@LANTHORN.COM
ypicaUy, social inequality isn’t an 
easy topic for conversation, but 
through the lens of hip-hop and 
slam poetry, it can be a little easier 
to address. Sporting a T-shirt with 
the text: “Make America Great Again. For Who?” 
Michael Reyes, a Latino artist originally from 
Saginaw, Michigan spoke and per­
formed at Grand Valley State Uni- 
versity on March 30 to build on the 
legacy of C£sar E. Chavez.
Reyes said his main goal as a 
public speaker and social justice 
advocate is to have an impact on 
as many people as possible.
“If (students) can take away 
that they can be agents of change 
in their community, on their cam­
pus, in their church, mosque (or) 
school, if they can leave inspired 
that they can do some projects on 
their own and create their own 
legacies and be a part of history— 
that’s important to me,” Reyes said.
Reyes is the grandson of migrant work­
ers and has spent time working in Michigan 
fields. In this way, Reyes can relate to Chavez, 
who was an American farm worker, labor 
leader and civil rights activist and co-founded 
the National Farm Workers Association.
During his talk, Reyes touched on the farm­
worker movement, discussed the inequalities that 
exist in the U.S. and criticized Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign by performing his new 
poem, “Make America Great Again. For Who?”
“All issues we 
talk about are 
interconnected,
whether it’s 
around identity, 
culture, history 
(or) oppression.”
MICHAEL REYES 
SPOKEN WORD POET
Salvador Lopez, assistant director at GVSUs 
Office of Multicultural Affairs, hosted Reyes and 
facilitated the event. Lopez said the Office of Mul­
ticultural Affairs makes sure to highlight Chavez 
a few times a year with similar keynote events.
“Cesar E. Chavez was a great historical leader, 
especially in the Latino community,” Lopez said. 
“It’s important for students to know who Chavez 
was and what he stood for, similar to other great 
leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm 
X. The history of civil rights lead- 
™ ers is important, but also what they
stood for is important, because 
some of the issues that they fought 
for are still happening today.”
As a poet, artist and organizer, 
Reyes has made it his mission to pro­
vide education through poetry and 
hip-hop. He said he hopes students 
can connect the legacy of Chavez to 
the issues the U.S. is facing today.
“All the issues we talk about are 
interconnected, whether it’s around 
identity, culture, history (or) op­
pression,” Reyes said. “All of those 
things are interconnected from 
racism, sexism (to) homophobia.”
During and after his performance, Reyes 
was engaged with the audience and took the 
time to take selfies with students and an­
swer their questions. Reyes said he values 
the interactions he has with the audience 
after a performance because he wants to im­
pact and inspire as many people as possible.
□
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only performing one or two con­
certs a semester on campus, where­
as this year’s ensemble has had the 
opportunity to go on tour and per­
form around the Midwest.
“When this ensemble started, it 
was more organized around the music 
that we did, so I would find a piece that
I liked and then fill the instrumenta­
tion,” Ryan said. “I ended up making 
the change about five years ago to hav­
ing a core instrumentation that doesn’t 
change, and then I would go out and 
commission music for that. When I 
moved to core instrumentation that 
also meant that I could keep the same 
performers for a whole year.”
Having a core instrumentation, 
Ryan said, lead to having an ensemble 
that works together well as a group.
Learning to anticipate each other and 
work together in a professional way, 
Ryan said during their latest tour over 
spring break while he was sick with 
pneumonia, the ensemble was able to 
continue to perform on their own.
Mellits, who saw the students 
perform during the tour, said he 
was impressed by their level of 
professionalism and cohesion.
“(The students) rise above them­
selves with their unity within,” Mel­
lits said. “They somehow are able to 
achieve greatness relying on each 
other. They really work best as an 
ensemble. When they can create this 
amazing, extremely professional en­
semble I think it’s very special. That’s 
what makes these guys different.”
For Ryan, being able to see stu­
dents progress during the year and af­
ter graduation is one of the highlights 
of directing the New Music Ensem­
ble. In the future, he said he hopes to
see the group continue to succeed.
“What’s cool for me is to see the 
people that leave Grand Valley and 
continue this kind of playing,” Ryan 
said. “I think having a group that 
focuses on new music and bringing 
new music into the world is really im­
portant. All music was new and con­
temporary at one time. My hope is 
that once students leave Grand Valley, 
they keep the tradition of commis­
sioning and premiering music going.”
BE OUR GUEST
Take classes at OU this summer
Schedule of classes is online. 
Registration for guest students is now open
(May 9 - June 29) 
(July 5 - August 24) 
(May 9 -August 27)
oakland.edu/summer
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TWO LAKERS EARN 
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 
HONORS
Grand Valley State’s out­
door track and field saw two of 
its runners selected for GLIAC 
Athlete of the Week honors after 
their performances at the Raleigh 
Relays from March 25-26.
Amy Cymerman represented 
the women’s team with the 
honor, while Chris May repre­
sented the men’s team with 
the selection.
Cymerman, a senior, took part 
in the 10,000-meter, and finished 
the race with a time of 35:26.26. 
The time placed her 17th among 
the field and garnered her an 
NCAA provisional qualifying 
time. Cymerman is now first in 
the conference and third overall 
in Division II in the event.
May, a junior, competed in 
the 5,000-meter race. May also 
received an NCAA provisional 
qualifying time with his mark 
of 14:05.86, finishing 17th in 
the field.
His time is good for first in 
the GLIAC and first overall in 
Division II.
The Laker track and field 
teams have a pair of events 
coming up over the week­
end, with meets taking place 
in Knoxville, Tennessee and 
Bowling Green, Kentucky.
GVSU ALUMNUS FERGUSON 
SET FOR FIGHT
Grand Valley State alumnus 
Tony Ferguson is set to take on 
Khabib Nurmagomedov at the 
UFC on FOX 19 event, which will 
be held on April 16 at Amalie 
Arena in Tampa, Florida.
Ferguson (20-3 MMA, 10-1 
UFC) will look to put a dent in 
Nurmgomedov’s record (22-0 
MMA, 6-0 UFC) and try to get 
his eighth straight win.
Ferguson is ranked No.
3 in the USA Today Sports/ 
MMAjunkie lightweight rank­
ings. while Nurmagomedov is 
ranked No. 2.
Nurmagomedov hasn’t 
fought since an April 2014 vic­
tory over current lightweight 
champion Rafael dos Anjos 
due to injuries.
Time will tell if 
Nurmagomedov is rusty or 
well-rested.
The Ferguson-Nurmagomedov 
fight co-headlines a main card 
that includes: Rashad Evans vs 
Glover Teixeira, Dan Henderson 
vs Lyoto Machida and Rose 
Namajunas vs Tecia Torres.
Prelims are scheduled to start 
at 6 p.m. EST, and the main card 
is set for 8 p.m. EST.
LAKER DANCE TEAM TO 
HOST TRYOUTS
Grand Valley State’s club 
dance team will host tryouts 
for the 2016-17 year from May 
13-15. Email gvsulakerdance- 
team@gmail.com for audition
VARSITY SCHEDULE
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W. GOLF
Monday at 2016 NC4K Classic 
(Columbus, Ohio)
BASEBALL
Wednesday 3 p.m. at Lewis
Saturday 1 p.m. at Wayne State 
(doubleheader)
LACROSSE
Friday 6 p.m. at Walsh
Saturday 6 p.m. at Lake Erie
SOFTBALL
Wednesday 3 p.m. at Northwood 
(doubleheader)
Saturday 1 p.m. at Findlay 
(doubleheader)
Sunday noon at Hillsdale (double- 
header)
TRACK AND FIELD
Thursday-Saturday at Tennessee 
Relays (Knoxville, Tennessee)
Friday-Saturday WKU Hilltopper 
Relays (Bowling Green, Kentucky)
BASEBALL
Weathering the storm
Lakers grind to series split against Ashland
BY A.A. KNORR
SPOR TS(a)LAN THORN. COM
TEAM MEETING: The Grand Valley State baseball team gathers together during a game against Saginaw Val­
ley State at home on March 26. The Lakers split with Ashland in a series over the weekend GVi | EMILY frye
out and catcher Connor Glick scored designated 
hitter Matt Williams on a single to center field.
GVSU knocked two hits in the first inning, 
and just two more over the final six frames.
“It was a cold, windy day,” Detillion said. 
“There weren’t a whole lot of hits, their pitch­
er had thrown pretty well. It’s tough when we 
can’t rely on perfection defensively.”
The Eagles cut GVSU’s lead to 2-1 on a 
solo home run by freshman J.P. Sorma, and 
tacked three more runs on in the sixth in­
ning, eventually earning the 4-2 victory.
A day later, the Lakers handed Ashland its 
first GLIAC loss of the season, thanks to two 
explosive offensive innings. Both teams hung 
13 hits on the board, but GVSU’s timely hitting 
and execution was key, as the Lakers scored 
five runs in the fourth inning and three in the 
fifth to propel themselves to an 8-5 victory.
“It definitely feels good,” Johnson said. “It makes 
us realize that we’re up at the top of the conference
and no matter who were playing in the conference, 
we have a chance at winning a baseball game.”
In a reverse of the first game of the series, Ash­
land scored two runs in the first inning, aided by a 
pair of extra-base hits. Kyle Lawson (5-1) took the 
hill for GVSU, and despite the rocky first inning, set­
tled down to complete 5.1 innings of three-run ball.
The Lakers busted onto the scoreboard in the 
top of the fourth inning. Glick knocked a two- 
run single to left field, scoring Anthony Villar 
and Jason Ribecky to tie the game at 2-2.
Then, GVSU decided to bunt.
Three times in the fifth, the Lakers laid down 
bunts, as Griffith, playing first base, dropped 
down a sacrifice to move Glick to second, then 
shortstop Josh Smith reached on a bunt single 
to set runners at the corners for GVSU.
The small ball continued as second baseman
SEE BASEBALL | A10
he Grand Valley State baseball team 
battled uncharacteristic spring 
weather and the GLLAC-leading 
Ashland Eagles over the weekend, 
heading home with a series split after 
pulling out the win in a nail-biter on April 3.
The Lakers (13-9-1, 4-2-0 GLIAC) were 
slated to play four games against Ashland in 
two days, but weather canceled the second 
game of both doubleheaders. GVSU dropped 
the series-opener 4-2 on April 2, and fended 
off the Eagles for an 8-5 win on April 3.
“(The Eagles) are a good team, so every 
time you beat a good team it’s a good day,” said 
GVSU head coach Jamie Detillion. “Of course 
we want to build off of it and build into our 
conference schedule with good momentum.”
Senior Josh Griffith (1 -2) started the first game 
for the Lakers, but the Eagles laced seven hits 
and four runs on Griffith in 5.1 innings of work. 
GVSU’s defense was not kind to its pitchers, as 
the Lakers committed three errors in the game, 
though just one Ashland run was unearned.
Ashland countered Griffith with its staff ace, 
Brandyn Sittinger (4-0). Sittinger stifled the Lakers’ 
bats over 6.1 innings, allowing just three hits, but is­
sued five walks on the day. GVSU managed to pin 
two runs on Sittinger—both in the first inning—as 
Seth Johnson scored Alex Young on an RBI ground-
LACROSSE
Milestones and miscues
Neumen hits 100-goal mark as Lakers beat two GLIAC opponents
CENTURY CLUB: Laker junior Erika Neumen (No. 3) controls the flow of play during Grand Valley State’s 13-10 win over Tiffin at home on April 1. Neumen scored six 
goals in the contest, the fifth of which marked her 100th career goal, making her the third player in Laker program history to reach that landmark. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMC A TAMNEYmANTHORN.COM
ver the weekend, the 
Grand Valley State la­
crosse team overcame 
two conference rivals 
to improve to 6-3 (4-0 
GLIAC). The Lakers squeaked 
past the Tiffin Dragons (5-5, 3-2 
GLIAC) with a score of 13-10 on 
April 1, then trounced the Findlay 
Oilers 19-9 on April 3, dropping 
Findlay to 6-4 (3-2 GLIAC).
In the first game of the weekend, 
the Dragons kicked off the scoring 
three minutes into the game, but led 
for just 20 seconds before GVSU’s 
Meghan Datema put one past the Tif­
fin netminder to equalize the score. 
The leakers continued scoring and
didn’t lose the lead for the rest of the 
game despite not scoring for the final 
20 minutes of the contest.
The victory was fu­
eled by junior Erika 
Neumen’s six goals, the 
fifth of which put her 
at the 100-goal plateau 
for her career, making 
her only the third Laker 
in program history to 
reach the century mark.
The Lakers made 
it clear during the 
downpour after the 
game that they were 
not satisfied with their 
play, despite the win.
“Just a lack of focus 
and when you’re playing a team, no 
matter who it is, if you don’t score in
the last 20 minutes of a game, they’re 
going to put points on the board and 
no lead is big enough,” said GVSU 
head coach Alicia 
Groveston. “I think 
we need to be more 
focused and more dis­
ciplined. The things 
that were working, we 
stopped doing, so we 
stopped scoring.”
Neumen, whose 
30 season goals are 
good for best on 
the team, echoed 
Groveston’s feelings.
“I definitely think 
we could have played 
a little bit better,” Neu­
men said. “We went on a good streak 
at the beginning of the second half
and fell apart during the last 19 min­
utes, so hopefully we can put those 
whole 60 minutes together and 
come out Sunday with a bigger win.”
The Lakers did just those things in 
the latter game of the weekend. Find­
lay, fired up and eager to compete 
with the class of the conference, fell 
behind 2-0 before tying the game at 
2-2, but the Lakers quickly exploded 
for seven straight goals and eventu­
ally took a 14-5 lead into the half.
The second half was hardly remi­
niscent of the Tiffin contest as GVSU 
continued to execute the game plan 
that it played with in the first 30 
minutes, eventually forcing a run­
ning clock to put the Oilers out of 
their misery as soon as possible.
SEE LAX | A10
“...If you don’t 
score in the last 20 
minutes of a game, 
they’re going to 
put points on the 
board and no lead 
is big enough.”
ALICIA GROVESTON 
GVSU HEAD COACH
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ROWING CLUB
*
CALM WATERS: Members of the Grand Valley State rowing club work on their craft during the Lakers’ annual winter training camp in Tampa, Florida. The Lakers will welcome a number of other club programs to 
the 21st annual Don Lubbers Cup Regatta in Spring Lake, Michigan from April 8-10. Michigan, a consistently strong program, is expected to be the crew to beat at the event, courtesy | gvsu rowing CLUB
BY MASON TRONSOR
MTRONSOR@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State rowing club 
will host some of the top clubs in 
the nation as it puts on the 21st 
annual Don Lubbers Cup Regatta 
in Spring Lake, Michigan from 
April 8-10. The Lakers are hoping their perfor­
mance will have fans cheering for an encore.
“It is no different than a theater major who 
spent all year preparing for the play of Hamlet,” 
said GVSU rowing coach John Bancheri. “Once 
those curtains are open, the director doesn’t 
need to tell them. They know what is going on.”
The event is named after Arend Donse-
the rowing club and all it stands for.
The Lubbers Cup is also produced in part­
nership with the Chamber of Commerce in 
Grand Haven, Spring Lake and Ferrysburg, 
GVSU Club Sports, GVSU rowing club and the 
communities of Spring Lake and Ferrysburg.
The race began originally as a two-boat race 
between Michigan States mens club and GVSUs 
club 21 years ago. Since then, the event has grown 
into a 16-school event. It is a combination of the 
top mens and womens clubs in the country.
“It is very exciting to see how this event 
has grown over the years up to this point,” 
Bancheri said. “It will give us a good idea 
of the shape of things to come.”
Schools participating along with GVSU 
include Michigan State, Michigan, Notrelaar (Don) Lubbers, the longtime president 
o$f®V8U ftil[2001. According tcuv-Dame, Purdue,(Cincinnati and Minnesota,
Bancheri and others, Lubbers appreciated among others.
“Michigan is the No. 1 club team in the coun­
try the past few years,” Bancheri said. “So we are 
all chasing them, to be honest But at the same 
time, you never know. That is why you race.”
GVSU might play the underdog role, but 
the teams recent trip to the East Coast could 
suggest otherwise. This past weekend, the Lak­
ers scrimmaged Georgetown in Washington 
D.C. Being a Division I program, the Hoyas 
were impressed with the Lakers’ small club.
“Grand Valley is one of the top small 
clubs in the country,” said Georgetown 
coach Vincent Puma. “John (Bancheri) is 
exceptionally technical. When you watch 
his crews, they are always clean. When you 
talk to a Grand Valley oarsman they under­
stand the physics and nuances of the sport.”
The Lakers did not defeat the Hoyas in the 
scrimmage, but they did stay with George­
town for most of the day. The Lakers also 
stayed on the East Coast for the Occoquan
Sprints against other Division I programs.
“I am looking forward to seeing where 
we stack up against our competition,” said 
junior oarsman Rob Hiner. “We train almost 
year-round with no idea where we stand. We 
get to finally see our hard work pay off.”
The Irish and boilermakers are the two 
squads that look to challenge GVSU the 
most before the Goliath of the Wolverines.
“In terms of preparation, I try not to talk 
about it too much,” Bancheri said. “They already 
know most of their families are going to be 
there, their friends and even their girlfriends.”
The course for the Lubbers Cup begins at 
the Spring Lake Yacht Club for the warmup 
route. The race is a straight shot through 
Spring Lake. It also includes double-dual two 
and three-lane racing with outside open lanes 
for added crews and/or B boats. The official 
start time for the event is 9 a.m. on April 9.
Look for the 
Campus Dining team 
at restaurants during 
the month of 
April to buy 
P®| your Plan!
to right field to preserve the 
win. Williams struck out tyvo 
in th^ inning, but one batter 
reached first following the 
strikeout due to a wild pitch.
“It was good to see us re­
bound,” Detillion said. “It’s 
been a rough weekend for 
weather but that’s northern 
baseball, so we got to overcome 
any obstacle. All in all, it’s good 
to bounce back after yesterday 
and hang on for a win.”
GVSU will return home on 
April 6 to host Lewis at 3 p.m.
Datema and Neumen combined for 19, 
goals, one assist and one milestone over the, 
action-packed weekend.
“I think that this is one of the first games 
where everything came together. Everyone 
had the intensity today,” Datema said. “We 
focused and knew what we needed to do, 
and as we kept scoring, our intensity and 
focus kept going up too.”
The Lakers will continue their conference 
contests on April 8 when they travel to Canton, 
Ohio to take on Walsh (3-5,0-5 GLIAC).
LAX
CONTINUED FROM A9
The same team that sulked after a win on 
April Fools’ Day was upbeat and nothing but 
smiles on April 3 following the match.
“Overall, we just had a better mindset I just 
wanted to play our game and do what we do best, 
which is to be aggressive, no holds barred, and 
fight for every ball, and they did that,” Groveston 
said. “Whether we won the draw or not, we were 
all over the field and working incredibly hard.”
BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM A9
j * H?/ '< • ' f
Johnny Nate safely bunted, 
scoring Glide and advancing 
Smith to second. Two batters 
later, Johnson ripped a triple to 
right center, plating Nate and 
Smith to give GVSU a 5-2 lead.
“We just saw some holes 
defensively where we thought 
we could have some success 
bunting,” Detillion said.
The Lakers added three 
more runs the next inning,
as Griffith knocked a two- 
run single, and Smith scored 
Glick on another bunt.
Ashland cut the Laker 
lead to 8-4 in the sixth inning 
on a home run and an RBI 
double. The Eagles tacked on 
another run in the eighth to 
move the tally to 8-5.
Laker doser Matt Wil­
liams came in to try to record 
a save in the bottom of the 
ninth, and, though Ashland 
loaded the bases, Williams 
got the final batter to fly out
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Lakers finish third at Midwest Regional
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GV in 25-team meet
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LINING UP: Senior Chris Beltzer readies to take a swing at the Meadows Golf Course in Allendale on April 29. 2015. The Lakers com­
peted at the NCAA Midwest Regional No. 3 over the weekend, and finished in third place in a 25-team field. GVL I KEVIN sielaff
BY BRENDAN MCMAHON
BMCMAHON@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Val­
ley State mens 
golf team took 
third place in the 
NCAA Midwest 
Regional No. 3, shooting a 
605 (+29) at Elks Run G.C. in 
Batavia, Ohio from April 2-3.
The Lakers ended day one of 
the tournament in third place and 
just three strokes off the lead after 
shooting a 304 (+16). The Lakers 
had full intention of leaving Ohio 
with a win after a productive first 
round, but could not put together 
a winning second round.
“We didn’t do a
great job of mak- —■
ing improvements 
after round one,” 
said GVSU head 
coach Gary Bissell.
“Individually or as 
a team we didn’t 
make the leap we 
needed to.”
The Lakers 
did improve their 
score second round 
by three strokes, 
shooting a 301 
(+13), but still fin­
ished eight shots off 
the lead. Freshman Bryce Mess­
ner and sophomore Domenic 
Mancinelli led the Lakers in scor­
ing, each shooting a 150 (+6).
Mancinelli got off to a rare 
sluggish start round one by 
shooting a 79 (+7).
“I couldn’t get anything going 
round one,” Mancinelli said. “I just 
used what happened in round one 
to make a game plan for round 
two and it worked out for me.”
Mancinelli learned from his 
struggles and shaved eight strokes 
round two, shooting a 71 (-1). 
Despite the harsh crosswinds 
and the tough putting greens that 
made the course more difficult, 
Mancinelli stayed focused and 
kept a positive approach.
“We’re not 
satisfied. We have 
a lot of room for 
improvement and 
we’ll keep learning 
with every 
tournament.”
DOMENIC MANCINELLI 
GVSU SOPHOMORE
Messner stayed consistent 
through both rounds as he shot a 
75 (+3) in each. Three-putts and 
missed wedge shots prevented 
Messner from shooting an even 
better round. Just a freshman, 
Messner is no stranger to the 
front of the leaderboard.
“There’s no added pressure. 
We have great depth and were all 
capable of shooting well and pick­
ing each other up,” Messner said.
The tournament field con­
sisted of 25 universities from 
all over the Midwest. But, a 
third-place finish is still not 
satisfying for the Lakers.
“Third out of 25 teams is not 
going to hurt us,” Bissell said.
“The part that is 
— a little alarming is
were not taking 
many strides for­
ward at this point.”
There is no lim­
it as to how good 
the Lakers could 
be in their own 
eyes. It is just a 
matter of reaching 
their full potential 
at the right time.
“Were not sat­
isfied,” Mancinelli 
said. “We have a 
lot of room for im­
provement and well keep learn­
ing with every tournament.”
The Lakers will have some 
time off the course before 
their next event. Regardless, 
Bissell is eager to find new 
ways to push his team to per­
form at the level he knows 
they are capable of playing at.
Every tournament carries 
significance at this point in the 
year, with postseason play right 
around the corner. It is crucial 
for the Lakers to gain momen­
tum and reach their potential 
within the next few rounds.
The Lakers will next travel to 
Noblesville, Indiana to compete 
in the NCAA Midwest Regional 
No. 4 from April 10-11.
TRACK AND FIELD
Pushing through
Despite windy conditions, Lakers hold their own at Big Blue Classic
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LA N THORN. COM
rand Valley State track and field 
took a road trip to Charleston, 
Illinois from April 1-2 to take 
part in the Big Blue Classic 
hosted by Eastern Illinois.
Once again, the Lakers proved they aren’t 
fazed by Division I competition. The high-cali­
ber opponents didn’t slow GVSU down, but the 
conditions did. Heavy winds took 
their toll on the athletes and af­
fected performances in all events.
“I can tell you it was really, 
really windy out there,” said 
GVSU head coach Jerry Baltes.
“So, there was nothing good 
from a time perspective.
“Going through the two-day 
meet, conditions weren’t very fa­
vorable for producing lifetime 
bests or personal records in most 
events. We just focused on com­
peting and being tough and I 
thought our athletes did a great job 
of that across the board, just han­
dling the situation to the best of 
their ability and competing hard.”
Despite the wind, the Lakers were still 
able to achieve one automatic qualifying 
mark and 15 provisional qualifying marks 
between the men’s and women’s teams.
Denzel Graham and Mike Prestigiacomo 
emerged with breakout performances in the 
men’s discus, taking third and fourth place, 
respectively. Graham’s automatic qualify­
ing mark was the highlight of the meet for 
the Lakers. His throw soared 56.03 meters
(183 feet, 10 inches). Prestigiacomo fell just 
short of an automatic mark with a heave of 
55.12 meters (180 feet, 10 inches).
“In the discus we had two guys hit huge 
marks,” Baltes said. “They both had big 
throws in the windy conditions. That will 
probably get them into the national meet.”
With a strong wind at his back, Lawson 
Bright-Mitchell posted a time of 10.48 sec­
onds in the men’s 100-meter dash, beating 
the GVSU record of 10.50 seconds set in 
1972 by Robert Eubanks.
“Lawson Bright-Mitchell ran 
a great time,” Baltes said. “Wind- 
aided, but got under our school 
record, so that was really good.”
On the women’s side of the 
100-meter dash, Angie Ritter 
earned a fourth-place finish 
and a provisional mark, clock­
ing in at 11.89 seconds.
“The wind definitely wasn’t 
ideal, but you just have to keep a 
positive attitude and run what you 
can anyway,” she said. “Thankfully, 
it’s early enough in the season that 
we have many more opportunities. 
Outdoor season brings all kinds of 
obstacles and you just have to try to persevere.”
Jaime Roberts continued her strong run 
of form in the women’s pole vault. Even with 
the wind swirling around her, the senior 
cleared the bar at 3.94 meters (12 feet, 11 
inches) to earn a provisional mark.
“Not a super high mark (for Roberts), but 
again, it was windy and cross winds made 
for very tough conditions,” Baltes said.
SEE T&F | A12
“Thankfully, It’s 
early enough in 
the season that 
we have 
many more 
opportunities.”
ANGIE RITTER
GVSU SPRINTER
GETTING SET: Grand Valley State sprinter AngieJJitter preps before a race at the NCAA Division II 
Track and Field Championship, which was hosted in Allendale on May 21, 2015. ovl I kivin sielaff
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WE’RE HIRING!
ALL POSITIONS OPEN FOR APPLICATION
The Lanthorn is looking to fill spots for our team!
If interested, come in and submit an application!
Deadline: April 8th at 5 p.m.
Questions should be directed to (616) 331-2464 
or editorial@lanthorn.com
A12 SPORTS
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Carrying on
Former Laker competes for Grand Rapids FC
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM
W
hen the dock hits zero in the fi­
nal game of a senior season, many 
soccer players hang up their deats 
knowing the days of playing com­
petitive soccer are over. Its off to 
recreational leagues and pick-up soccer. But for 
Grand Valley State alumnus and former GVSU 
men’s soccer dub player Nick Abdoo, his serious 
competitive playing career is just getting started.
Abdoo, a Lowell, Michigan native, started 
his college soccer career playing on Indiana 
Techs varsity squad. After switching majors 
from engineering to mathematics, Abdoo 
decided to transfer to GVSU to live closer to 
home. His presence on the GVSU men’s soc­
cer club had an immediate impact.
“He provided us with a good, solid player with
a lot of speed,” said GVSU soccer club head coach 
lefFCrooks. “That’s his strength, without a doubt.
“His senior year was probably the best 
team we’ve ever had at Grand Valley.”
In 2012, GVSU made it to the national tour­
nament for the first year in the program’s history. 
The Lakers were bounced in the semifinal game, 
but won the following consolation game.
After his graduation in April of 2013, Abdoo 
still had the urge to continue playing competi­
tive soccer. He played in a recreation league in 
Grand Rapids and even joined the Great Lakes 
Beach Soccer team. In his first year on the team, 
Abdoo and the GLBS earned runner-up hon­
ors at the Major Beach Soccer League National 
Championships in Clearwater Beach, Florida.
Then in 2015, Grand Rapids Football Club, 
a community-funded team, started its inaugu­
ral season. After hanging up his cleats follow­
ing the 2012 GVSU season and replacing them 
with sandals, Abdoo still had the itch to play 
traditional soccer competitively.
“It has always been a thought in my mind, but 
I don’t think if it wasn’t for GRFC that I would 
have gone out for anything else,” Abdoo said.
Looking for local talent to boost attendance, 
GRFC awarded Abdoo a spot on the team.
“Playing in front of your home city and 
in front of your friends and family, there 
wasn’t really a question in my mind to come 
out and play for them,” Abdoo said.
In the first year of the team’s existence, GRFC 
finished second in the newly formed Great Lakes 
Premier League. GRFC also beat a few teams in 
the National Premier Soccer League, which is a 
step up in competition from the GLPL.
EYES ON THE PRIZE: Grand Valley State alumnus and former Laker soccer club player Nick Abdoo 
(left) competes for the community-funded Grand Rapids Football Club, courtesy | NICK abdoo
“Being a brand new team, I think we had 
a much more successful year than a lot of 
people anticipated,” Abdoo said.
GRFC is now a part of the NPSL and will 
host 10 games at Houseman Field in Grand 
Rapids this season. Before GRFC begins 
play against NPSL opponents, it will play 
three games against West Michigan college 
teams, including GVSU. The Lakers will
host GRFC on April 15 at Lubbers Stadium.
Abdoo is one of many examples of the 
Laker Effect, where the GVSU community 
has an impact on West Michigan and be­
yond. Abdoo is not only helping bring the 
Grand Rapids community together through 
soccer, but he is also showing athletes in club 
sports that it is possible to make it to the next 
level through hard work and dedication.
COLUMN
Toeing the line between journalism and fandom
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM
efore I begin, a shoutout 
is needed for winter 
making a return in April 
and making this column 
a last minute thing.
Fm a little annoyed, however, that 
my original assignment this weekend,
covering the Grand Valley State soft- 
ball team, had to be rescheduled be­
cause I would have thoroughly enjoyed 
watching Lakers play in the snow, but 
we can’t all get what we want
So, on short notice, here are my 
thoughts out of left field on the balance 
of being a sports journalist and also 
being an avid fen of certain teams— 
something I struggle with daily.
Chances are, if you’re a GVSU 
student reading this, then you 
spent your weekend partying. At 
least, that’s what I’ve been brain­
washed into believing.
Even if you weren’t out having 
the time of your life, I’m still will­
ing to bet my remaining FanDuel 
balance that whatever you were 
doing was more satisfying than me 
screaming at a television screen.
Between channel-flipping from 
Andre Drummond bricking free 
throws to Mike Green carelessly giv­
ing away the puck, I lost my temper 
more than a few times watching as the
Detroit Pistons and Red Wings tried 
to throw away their playoff chances, 
and I might have said some words I 
can’t repeat here in print.
Those who know me around cam­
pus would probably call bull... (nope, 
can’t use that word, either) that the kid 
who barely talks in class could have a 
Tommy Lasorda-esque tirade watch­
ing grown men play a kid’s game.
Well, it’s true—except for the 
swearing, I was too sheltered as a child 
and Stan Van Gundy usually takes the 
words right out of my mouth during a 
Piston’s timeout anyway.
Fandom changes a person.
It’s why I mainly watch sports in 
isolation now and form a wall 
between myself and society.
The general rule of thumb as a 
journalist is to be objective (and 
to avoid cliches like the plague), 
but that is getting increasingly 
difficult in sports journalism as 
fandom is taking over.
I’ll be the first to admit that
I’m guilty.
I wrote columns about the Red 
Wings for two years, which provided 
more opinions than facts. I occa­
sional let off some steam or cheer 
for my favorite teams on Twitter (@ 
AEisenl3, shameless plug). I have 
never interviewed an opposing coach 
or players who played against a GVSU 
team I was assigned to report on.
While I obviously don’t have a 
lot of experience in the industry and 
continue to reevaluate my life every 
time 19-year-old Dylan Larkin lights 
the lamp for the Red Wings, I think 
its naive to believe professional sports 
journalists don’t have favorite teams 
or, likewise, a college student doesn’t 
know the rules to beer pong.
I don’t think there is anything 
wrong with that. There is, how­
ever, a fine line.
I’m a diehard Detroit sports fan and 
also a proud GVSU Laker. Has that 
affected some of the work I’ve done? 
Sure, probably. To the extent where
I’m bashing the opposition and being 
unreasonably biased? Of course not
But, that’s just the nature of the 
job and how sports journalism is 
changing. We are moving further 
away from standard game recaps 
because readership is dwindling. 
Who reads a game summary when 
you can watch the highlights?
We, the media, are all fighting for 
your attention. Those that stand out 
tap into the fandom and express their 
opinions within that: Bill Simmons, 
Colin Cowherd, Scott Van Pelt, etc.
So, hopefully shouting 
“GOOAAAL” or “Ball don’t lie” as I sit 
on the couch in a dimly lit room can 
only help my future.
That said, I’m not paid to be a 
cheerleader nor a critic. I’m paid 
to report the facts.
I will continue to do so no matter 
where I end up after I graduate in a few 
weeks, regardless of the absurd amount 
of Detroit and GVSU memorabilia I 
have accumulated over the years.
T&F
CONTINUED FROM All
Another bright spot for the Lakers was repre­
sented by Dajsha Avery. The sophomore earned 
provisional marks in both the women’s shot put 
and the discus. Her throw of 14.22 meters (46
feet, 8 inches) in the shot put was good for second 
place and her final distance of 45.87 meters (150 
feet, 6 inches) in the discus was good for fourth.
The women’s 100-meter hurdles also gave 
GVSU something to cheer about. Tiara Wig­
gins and Beatriz Indurain took fourth and 
fifth, respectively. Wiggins finished in 14.22 
seconds and Indurain finished in 14.27.
The men’s 4x400- meter relay team of Kenny 
Jones, Bright-Mitchell, Sean Wells and Luke Vasi- 
lion didn’t earn a provisional mark, but Baltes was 
pleased with their 42.56-second performance.
“The time wasn’t super fast, but I thought 
our men’s 4x400 did a great job of getting the 
stick around the track,” Baltes said.
Next up for the Lakers is another trip down
south. On April 8, most of the team will travel 
to Western Kentucky for the Hilltopper Relays, 
while a few others may head to Michigan State.
“The sprinters, jumpers and throwers will 
go down to Western Kentucky,” Baltes said. 
“Distance-wise, we may run a few kids over 
at Michigan State, depending on how train­
ing goes and how the weather looks.”
LAKER EXCHANGE
FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF 
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
lakerexchange@lanthom.com OR CALL 616-331-2460
Announcements Housing Housing Housing Housing
The 2016 GV Shakespeare 
Festival productions, 
Measure for Measure, and 
the touring Bard To Go, are 
offering open auditions on 
Sunday, April 3, and 
Monday, April 4. Stop by the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre or 
call 616-331-2300!
Housing
48West Apartment available 
for move in date as early as 
June 1, 2016.This 4 
Bedroom, 4 Bath Apartment 
is a top floor unit in 
the kitchen/living area with 
private baloony 
Washer/Dryer/Dishwasher/M 
icrowave included. Bedroom 
has a private bath with large 
closet.
Amenities Giant Outdoor Hot 
Tub with Fire Pit, Theatre, 
Gym, Game Room, Study 
Rooms, Printing, and FREE 
TANNINGICalf or text for 
more information, 
231-690-0037.
CAT GOT
YOUR TONGUE?
*EE CLASSIFIEDS FOR 
STUDENTS, FACULTY, & STAFF 
<SOHE RESTRICTIONS APPLY).
CAMPUS VIEW 
SUMMER LEASE 
Looking for someone to take 
over my lease for 
the summer at Campus 
View. It is $380/month plus 
utilities. I will include my 
access card to get into the 
pool and the 
recreation center at 
Campus View If you have 
any questions don't hesitate 
to call. Contact information: 
Kathryn Mills. Email: 
Millkath@mail.gvsu.edu 
Cell: 517-899-2701
Interested in a new 
apartment complex? Check 
out The Enclave, 
located behind Main Street 
Pub. Amenities include pool, 
grilling area, fitness center 
and is pet friendly.
Looking for a subleaser for 
the summer (May-August)in 
the Campus View Cottages. 
Rent is $525 (there will be 
$100 off last months 
rent),plus water, and utilities. 
You will have the biggest 
bedroom/bathroom(with a 
bathtub).The cottage is fully 
furnished and amenities 
include hot tub, pool, 
rec center, free internet, 
basic cable, 50 inch tv in the 
living room, free tanning and 
more! Please email me at 
jimenezd@mail.gvsu.edu for 
more details, or questions 
you might have.
Conifer Creek Apartments 
offers 4 bedrooms,
4 1/2 baths, garage, cable 
and internet included, 
washer and dryer in every 
unit, 3/4 of a mile from 
GVSU, walking distance to 
bus stop, restaurants, and 
grocery store, lower utility 
bills!
Need to sublease my room 
in 48 West this summer. 
Available May 1-mid August. 
Rent is $475 a month. 
Check out the 48 West 
website, all amenities 
included Apartment 
includes washer/dryer, 
dishwasher, cable, internet, 
and lots of space This is a 4 
bedroom, 4 bath apartment. 
Please email me for 
more details. 
jennydk3@hotmail.com
Still looking for an 
apartment in Allendale for 
summer? Consider Copper 
Beech! Huge bedrooms* 
own bathroom. For details, 
email Brad at 
vaneppsb@mail.gvsu.edu.
Subleasing my room in 
Cooper Beech this summer - 
available April 30th until mid 
August. Rent $452.00 per 
month including 
air conditioning, dishwasher, 
washer/dryer,
cable, internet, water. There 
is a bathroom in my room as 
well. Heat and electricity are 
on your own.Please email 
me for more details 
at watsonta@mail.gvsu.edu.
Housing
Meadows Crossing has the 
best off-campus housing 
near Grand Valley. Our 
townhomes offer modern 
amenities, comfort, privacy, 
and a great location. Our 
student apartments are 
conveniently located at the 
48th Avenue entrance to 
GVSU.
Services
Brian’s Books is the better 
bookstore! With guaranteed 
lower textbook prices than 
our on-campus competition. 
Dare to compare at either 
the Allendale or Downtown 
GR location.
♦ ♦ ♦
W.
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Full Circle Townhomes saves green
Full Circle Townhomes doesn’t just think green when it 
comes to saving on rent money, they’re also LEED certified 
and Energy Star efficient.
Along with competitively priced rent per bedroom -» $585 
for two-bedroom, $520 for a three-bedroom and $480 for a 
four-bedroom.
But the energy efficient status can also save tenants hun­
dreds of dollars on utility costs, too.
Full Circle Townhomes estimates savings of more than 
$800 annually for each tenant, which is almost half off of 
what other complexes around Grand Valley State University’s 
Allendale Campus pay.
“It’s a great place for students to live because it gives 
students the opportunity to make a positive impact on the 
environment,” tenant Whiddon said. “By living at Full Circle, 
the tenants will breathe healthier air; they’ll save thousands 
of gallons of fresh water; and they save hundreds of dollars on 
utilities.”
The eight available units come in two, three, or four- 
bedroom options and each unit is built with green-focused 
materials including “Green Wood” floors, “Green Isabel Plus” 
carpet made from recycled materials and dual flushing toilets.
The “green philosophy” is just one aspect that drew GVSU 
student and resident Chelsie Hernandez to Full Circle Town- 
homes.
“Everything you would expect to have in a home is includ­
ed in Full Circle Townhomes,” Hernandez said. “For example, 
there is a washer, dryer and dishwasher in each unit, plus 
each bedroom has its own personal bathroom.
“Students should consider living at Full Circle Townhomes 
because the bedrooms are spacious enough to not only just 
fit a bed, TV, etc., but also everything else a successful college 
student would need, like a desk, and still live comfortably.”
With a location right on Lake Michigan Drive, Full Circle 
Townhomes is within walking distance of campus. And dur­
ing the winter, the Rapid Route 37 bus stop is only about 100 
feet from the units.
“The location is perfect, it’s close to campus so it’s conve­
nient, but it’s secluded enough to where you are able to get a 
homey and relaxed atmosphere,” Hernandez said.
The location isn’t the only thing that helps with a quieter 
atmosphere, though. The walls were built with sound barri­
ers, so neighbor noises will never be a problem.
Included in the monthly rent is high-speed internet, cable, 
parking, water, snow removal, recycling and trash - just 
another way Full Circle Townhomes is trying to save tenants 
money. The free, assigned parking spaces ensure tenants 
always have somewhere to park by their unit.
With a think-green focus and a great location, Hernandez 
said it was an easy choice to make, and it only helped that 
the staff is understanding and willing to help students, unlike 
some larger complexes, she said.
“I’ve heard horror stories from other students on campus 
about awful landlords and staff that they have had to deal 
with in situations where they live, Full Circle is not like that at 
all,” Hernandez said. “Full Circle Townhomes’ staff are all 
super friendly, easy to get along with and truly care about 
you.”
2, 3, & 4 Bedroom / Bathroom Units
NOW LEASING
www.fullcirclegvsu.com contact@fullcirclegvsu.com 616.558.8853
ONE MONTH'S FREE RENT!
Full Circle Townhomes is 
Allendale's only eco-friendly, 
LEED*' Silver certified rent^ai
community! _
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pancakes at midnight | free food triday 
- \ multisports court | theater | game room
02?
volunteer with senior meals on wheels 
ronaid mcdonald house | M-45 cleanup
AND SO MUCH MORE...
48westcom - 616 420 8600 - 48west@48westcom
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Top 10 Reasons to Live at 48west:
College: What you learn, who you meet and where you live will 
define your exciting journey to earning your degree.
1. The Amenities: At 48west, we are redefining student living. 
Within our community, you will find unique amenity spaces such 
as: a brand new yoga & dance studio, fitness center, theater, game 
room, hot tub and lounge area (open year round), multi-sport court 
& commons building (with study spaces, a coffee bar, computers 
and free printing). These spaces are open 24/7 just for you - use 
them whenever you want, on your time!
2. The Apartments: With 7 unique floor plans to choose from, 
you are sure to find a style that will fit your needs! Have or need 
furniture? Either way, we’ve got you covered with furnished and 
unfurnished options! You can even bring your furry friend along to 
live with you at 48west!
3. Privacy: Each of our one, two and four bedroom apartments 
have their own private bedroom and bathroom! Say goodbye to 
sharing a bathroom with your roommate, suitemates or entire dorm 
floor.
4. Weekly Resident Events: You can do it all at 48west - con­
nect, grow, experience and volunteer. Every month, we put on 
multiple events so you can attend something that works with your 
busy schedule! Have something in mind that you’ve always wanted 
to try? Let us know! We do our best to plan events to accommodate 
all different lifestyles and interests! Keep up to date with what's 
going on by following 48west on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and 
Snapchat.
5. Free Food: No event (or Friday) is complete without free 
food. Nothing to eat for lunch? Head to the Resident Office at noon 
every Friday for Free Food Friday!
6. Individual leases: What could be worse than bugging your 
roommates about not paying rent? At 48west, we only do individual
leases! That means never having to pay your roommates’ late fees 
or rent. This also means, you're not responsible to fill up your apart­
ment. We have a roommate placement program to help you find the 
perfect roommates! Currently, we have individuals who are still 
looking for roommates for this upcoming summer and fall.
7. Customer Service: We are here to serve YOU! Our upbeat 
and friendly staff will help make 48west feel like your home away 
from home. If you need anything at all during your time at 48west - 
ask one of our leasing or resident consultants!
8. Maintenance: Problem in your apartment? Not for long! Our 
on-call maintenance team is quick and efficient and will be right 
over to get to the bottom of any repair.
9. We Listen to YOU: We understand what our residents want 
because we listen to your feedback. We want you to have long 
lasting memories of your time here at 48west and GVSU, so we’re 
committed to maintaining a community where the residents input 
matters.
10. Convenience: Everything from paying rent, putting in a 
maintenance request, signing your lease and even applying can be 
done online at www.48west.com. No need to pause your Netflix or 
get out of bed!
48west still has apartments available for the 2016-17 school 
year! Apply online at www.48west.com (Use promo code: 
48WEST2016 and apply for only $99!)
Come check 48west out for yourself! These open rooms won’t 
last long so don’t delay your housing search any longer. Schedule a 
tour or just stop by our leasing Office Monday - Friday: 10 a.m.- 7 
p.m., or Saturday - Sunday: noon - 4 p.m. Give us a call with any 
questions you may have at (616)895-2400.
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Affordable housing close
Searching for a fun and unique place near Grand Valley State 
University to live next year? Look no further! Allendale Mead­
ows and Knollwood Estates have housing for students looking 
for an affordable option with plenty of amenities.
They feature units with between two and four bedrooms, 
ranging in price from $699 to $1,199 per month. Each home is 
equipped with full-sized washer and dryer machines, central 
heating and cooling, and private driveways. Allendale Meadows 
and Knollwood Estates both boast full-size swimming pools, 
basketball courts and playgrounds, so there is truly something 
for every resident.
Looking for a more traditional gym experience before you 
head off to class? A new workout facility was recently added 
that will be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. One pet is 
allowed in each housing unit for an additional $25 a month, so 
there’s even room for your favorite furry friend! Plus, there are 
two nearby bus stops to get you to and from classes. Allendale 
Meadows and Knollwood Estates give students and families the 
affordable and high-quality housing they want, with the privacy 
and independence they need.
“It’s your own individual space. There are no shared walls 
(with another unit) and you have your own yard and driveway,” 
said Susan Bartoletti, the community manager of Sun Com­
munities, Inc. “We are not just student housing, we are also a 
neighborhood for families, retirees, and other young profes­
sionals.” Claim your personal space at Allendale Meadows and 
Knollwood Estates today!
Homes for Rent
At Allendale Meadows 
6i Knollwood Estates
Manufactured Homes 
Starting at v699 per month 
No Application Fee!
.ill Kitchen Appliances 
3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths 
Private Parking 
Close to Campus 
Hasher Dryer 
Central Air 
Pet Fnendh
F, U9* i 
«•«! iHkm !►888.697.0401 
888.221.8403 —
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Comfort, convenience at Copper Beech
Looking for a place to live next year? Grand Valley State 
University students need look no further than Copper Beech’s 
townhomes and apartments. Located conveniently within 
minutes of the GVSU Allendale Campus, Copper Beech offers 
various living options to choose from.
Whether you would like your own townhome or prefer to 
live with friends, Copper Beech will meet your needs, offering 
living areas with one, two, three or four bedrooms. Students 
also have the option to choose if they would like their living 
area to come fully furnished, or they can bring their own 
furniture.
“I enjoyed the privacy I have from my roommates but also 
a place where I can go and hang out with them if I want,” said 
Bailey Fisette, an exercise science major. “I also enjoy the 
space you get for the price you pay. I think you really get what 
you are paying for and more with living in Copper.”
Fisette, a GVSU sophomore, is living in Copper Beech for 
the first time this fall. She chose the apartment complex for 
its many benefits, including the environment off campus.
“You feel the freedom that you should experience in col­
lege while living off campus,” Fisette said. “It gives you more 
of a home feeling instead of being in a dorm or on campus all 
the time. Also, it gives you time away from school when you 
need it because you aren’t on campus thinking about school 
all the time.”
The residents at Copper Beech have access to many ame­
nities, such as high-speed Internet, free cable and garbage 
pickup. Copper Beech has basketball and volleyball courts
both indoors and outdoors, so you can be sure to have fun 
with your friends and neighbors. If you’re not on the court, 
you can hang out in the lounge, watching TV or playing pool 
with your friends. Copper Beech also sports an updated fit­
ness center, which is open 24/7 so you can get in a workout 
no matter what time it is.
Worried about your car making it through the long West 
Michigan winter? For a fee, Copper Beech offers carports and 
attached garages, a feature not offered anywhere else. But if 
you don’t happen to have a car, there’s no need to fret. The 
Route 48 bus stop is located within the Copper Beech com­
plex for students to use to get to their classes on the Allendale 
Campus.
“Look into all of the options available to you and see what 
fits you best because each complex can offer you different 
things depending on what you are looking for and the price 
you want to pay,” Fisette advised.
Prices for the townhomes vary depending on the number 
of bedrooms. These are available by calling Copper Beech.
Spots will go quickly, so stop in to 10295 48th Ave. and ask 
the friendly staff to reserve your spot at Copper Beech today. 
Don’t forget to bring your friends along too. Copper Beech 
also offers a referral program in which you can earn free 
money for referring your friends to Copper Beech.
Make next year great by choosing Copper Beech and lov­
ing where you live. For more information on Copper Beech 
townhomes, visit www.cbeech.com/allendale or call (616) 
895-2900 to speak with one of their many staff members.
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Mix coziness with luxury at Enclave
Our brand new cottages and townhomes feature modem 
furniture and fresh, stylish kitchens that will give you a place 
to mix, mingle and even cook.
Each cottage or townhome features a free washer and 
dryer and other high end appliances with eco-friendly fea­
tures. The neutral color palette allows for total individuality 
whether your style is modem, glam, chic, boho, athletic or 
anything in between! Hardwood-style floors contribute to the 
upscale feel and keep your suite looking sleek. As for utilities, 
for the incomparable monthly rate of $29, you get The Works 
(gas, electric, water, sewer and trash removal). Free wireless 
internet and an exceptional cable package are all-inclusive as 
well.
Apartment amenities include air conditioning, extra 
storage, ceiling fan, garbage disposal, patio or balcony, a 
dishwasher and much more. Other special features include 
granite countertops, walk-in closets, a pool with a sundeck 
and barbecue pit, a gaming center, billiards and brand new 
furnishings.
No need to wony about your safety and belongings with 
our advanced, digital security locks and shared, on-site secu­
rity patrol.
Cottage living meets cottage life at Enclave’s upscale 
clubhouse. Take a break from studying in our state-of-the-art 
gaming room or media lounge. Forgot to print out your lec­
ture notes? Fear not! Our high tech computer lab will feature
absolutely free printing.
The clubhouse also showcases a full-sized fitness center, 
yoga studio and tanning area which will have you feeling great 
inside and out. Enclave’s private study lounges are designed 
for some serious study time and for group gatherings or team 
projects. Soak up the sun in our luxurious pool and even grill 
out on our poolside deck. Stay connected and be our guest at 
frequent community-sponsored events.
Enclave also partners with Grand Valley State University 
for events such as sponsoring athletics, charitable causes and 
opening our clubhouse for GVSU groups and organizations, 
which creates a great sense of community. Not only can you 
live with your human friends at Enclave, but we encourage 
your furry friends to come along as well. We love our pets!
Enclave features upscale cottages and townhomes, with 
several options to choose from. All you’ll have to do is choose 
which style is yours! Our cottages are available in four bed­
room, five bedroom, or five bedroom deluxe styles, each with 
private bathrooms. Townhomes are available in two bedroom, 
three bedroom and four bedroom options, with private bath­
rooms.
Come take a tour with us or call our office at (855) 789- 
7782 to check availability! You won’t want to miss out on 
these exclusive prices!
With all of the big things at Enclave, what’s not to love?
Are you in?
WmmKBKK
Housing Guide | April 4, 2016
Fulton Place: now leasing for fall 2016
A fresh take on student living, Fulton Place is located in 
downtown Grand Rapids’ vibrant West Side on the corner of 
Fulton St. and Seward St., adjacent to the Pew Campus.
A variety of one, two, and four-bedroom apartments plus a 
limited number of four-bedroom townhomes are available to 
lease starting in the fall of 2016. Applications are online now 
at www.fultonplacegr.com.
All units include free high-speed WiFi and monthly rent 
covers all utilities. Features include spacious kitchens with 
new full-size appliances, in-unit laundry facilities, and all 
residences are furnished.
“We are excited to bring a new product to the market that 
is competitively priced in a great location,” says Mike Mraz, 
partner in real estate development, Rockford Construction. 
“Residents of Fulton Place will simply pay one monthly bill 
- everything is included - making it a great choice for busy 
students.”
Finishes and furniture were selected with the help of cur­
rent students, shares Mraz. “We worked alongside students 
and staff at GVSU and other local colleges to create apart­
ments that are welcoming, functional and appealing, down 
to even providing individually controlled heating and cooling 
systems.”
Fulton Place is currently under construction. The finished 
project will include almost 10,000 square feet of ground level 
retail space and on-site residential parking, that will include a 
two-story garage and street level parking.
Residents will enjoy being steps away from favorite coffee 
spots, restaurants, shops, the downtown YMCA, arts and 
cultural destinations, college campuses, and more, with easy 
access to the Rapid bus line.
The building is professionally managed, including main­
tenance support, through Rockford’s property management 
group. The experienced team will manage hassle-free move- 
ins for residents, and be a resource as needed. Tenants will 
use a secure key card access system to enter buildings and 
their unit.
“This has been a fun project to research and create. As 
demand for housing on the West Side grows, we look for­
ward to welcoming new residents to the neighborhood, and 
also providing a new housing option to those already living 
here,” Mraz said. “With all of the included amenities, utilities, 
laundry, WiFi and furniture, Fulton Place is being very well 
received.”
Bedrooms start as low as $835/month. Wisit www.fulton- 
placegr.com for floorplans, photos and additional pricing.
LIVE HERE FALL 2016
For lease info and more details visit FultonPlaceGR.com
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MeadowsCrossing
apartments | the place to be
meadowscrossing.net
616.892.2700
___
Fully Furnished I Individual Leases I Private Ba 
Free tanning I 24/7 Fitness Center I D
Royalty Service
2016-2017
Sign your lease today & recieve
Parking
High speed internet • 
Deluxe cable package 
Fully furnished apartment
FOR FREE
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Meadows Crossing townhomes and apartments have much to offer:
Two and four-bedroom options 
10 and 12-month leases 
Individual leases
Private bedrooms with private baths 
Fully-furnished apartments 
Full-size washer and dryer
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LATE COMERS OUT THERE.
THAT YOUR 5EST DECISIONS 
-WHEN THEY REALLY MATTER.
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DECISION YOU’VE EVER MADE.
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Campus View: a community
Luxury, convenience, comfort, individual care; these are 
all words that owner, Brian Gardner, and the rest of the Cam­
pus View staff prioritize when providing their residents with 
the best possible living experience. To them Campus View is 
not just a place for students to live, but rather a community 
they can call home.
As the closest off-campus living in proximity to the Grand 
Valley State University, Allendale campus, the Campus 
View community brings a deeper level of convenience to its 
residents by offering a multitude of ways to get to campus 
with ease. If it is a nice day, you can enjoy a quick, 10-minute 
walk to class. Or if the Michigan weather is making things less 
than ideal, there’s no need to worry because the Campus View 
student shuttle can pick you up at one of our many stops and 
bring you straight to The Kirkhof Center. Throughout the fall 
you can also find the CV event team serving residents break­
fast at the bus stop, which has really become a crowd favorite 
for the community.
What makes up this unique community experience is 
how the staff communicates with its residents, treating them 
more like good neighbors and really listening to their wants 
and needs, always searching for more ways to give back to 
the students and make this a living experience they will not 
forget. “Our goal is to bring everyone together,” Gardner said. 
“We strive to make a living experience filled with inclusion, 
involvement, and a whole lot of fun opportunities exclusive to 
our residents.”
From CV recreation leagues, to holiday parties, movie 
nights, and ice cream socials; there always seems like some­
thing is going on in this complex.
“Most of our best ideas come from talking with our resi­
dents and making sure we plan events that they care about,” 
Gardner said.
This community is what makes Campus View a spe­
cial place to live, but the community would not be possible 
without the huge variety of living options found in the CV 
complex. The Campus View staff takes pride in the fact that 
they give their residents the freedom to choose a home that 
has a perfect fit just for them. Students can choose from three 
distinct living styles: the cottages, townhomes or apartments, 
all of which have their own feel and perks. This ensures that 
there is an option perfect to accommodate anyone’s specific 
living preferences; an advantage Campus View holds over all 
other off-campus options. If you are moving in alone or with 
three other friends, they have a place to match your needs as 
you can choose from to variations on living style.
Campus View knows that your home is an extension to 
your college experience, and at CV they are dedicated to mak­
ing your years at GVSU the best they can be. They are always 
striving to improve not only your living experience, but also 
working to improve themselves. This is why this summer, ma­
jor additions are coming to CV. A party-sized hot tub that fits 
20 people, upgraded clubhouse and fitness centers, beauti­
fully renovated apartments, and brand new cottages are what 
students can expect to see at CV next year. Campus View truly 
wants you to live better.
Please visit Campus View’s website at www.campusview- 
housing.com, or stop by for a tour any day of the week from 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Saturday from n a.m. - 3 p.m. for more in­
formation. There are still some units left for you late-comers, 
and we would love for you to become a part of the commu­
nity!
■■■mn
20 Housing Guide | April 4, 2016
, m
24-Hr Fitness Center - Computer Lounge - Resident Study Lounge 
Game/Club Room - Free Tanning - Resort Style Pool - Fire Pit 
Sand Volleyball - Basketball Court • Bus Service to Campus 
Fully Furnished - Granite Countertops - Full-Size Upgraded Appliances 
Washer & Dryer - Flat-Screen TV in Living Room - Private Bedrooms 
Private Bathrooms & Walk-In Closets - Premium Cable Package 
High-Speed WiFi - Water, Sewer and Trash Included 
Pet Friendly - Free Uncovered Parking
(A $300 SAVINGS!)
BRAND NEW! 
NOW LEASING
A * —" FOR FALL 2016!
BECOME A VIP AT EVOLVEGVSU.COM • 616.439.1093 • 4967 PIERCE ST. ALLENDALE MICHIGAN 
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Feel at home at Campus West
Did you know that Campus West’s first building opened in 
1988? Since then Campus West has grown immensely. What 
started as a 24-unit property surrounded by cornfields is now 
a 222 unit apartment complex surrounded by it all.
Once you’re done getting your coffee at the office, hop on 
the bus at one of CW’s two bus stops located on both the 37 
and 48 bus routes. If CW’s study lounge, gym, game room 
and tanning isn’t what you’re looking for look no further than 
across West Campus Drive for Cottage Inn Pizza or a drink at 
Mully’s.
Twenty-seven years is a long time. Over that time period 
Campus West has not only added 198 units with the most re­
cent construction ending in 2013, but they have learned from 
experience. The business has stayed in the family and has 
adapted to what’s important when moving away from home.
“What I like the most about living at Campus West is the 
friendly and helpful atmosphere,” first-year CW resident 
Nona Rhoads said. “At my last place that I lived at I was over 
paying for the amenities that were offered to me. Every time 
I put in a request for maintenance, they wouldn’t come to my 
apartment until a week later. That was unacceptable. Here, at 
Campus West, they actually care about their residents.”
What Campus West offers is a home. Check out Campus 
West and a find a reason to stay.
“What I love about Campus West is that 1 would say it’s 
the best value for money apartment around Grand Valley,” 
third-year CW resident Sam Brennan said. “You get plenty of 
space for cheap rent.”
Stop in any time for a tour or check out at www.campus- 
view.net.
SIGN NOW, PAY LATER
. Sign a lease now without 
putting any money down!
Check out options and availability at 
www.campusview.net
- « - * • -*■ •.*. ». - • • •
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City living close to campus at Loft 45
For residents looking for an upscale, loft-style unit with state-of-the-art facilities, located within five to 10 minutes from the 
Allendale Campus, look no further than Loft 45!
Located in the Heritage Towne Center Commercial complex on Lake Michigan Dr., Loft 45 sits close to restaurants and 
shops in the heart of downtown Allendale. Loft 45 is known for its up-scale style loft floor plans that are designed with tall 10 
ft. ceilings, large palatial windows and walk-in closets in each unit.
Loft 45 has shops, restaurants and businesses that are steps from your door. Grand Coney, Allendale Vision, Dollar General, 
Snap Fitness, JV nails, Forever Sun, Love INC and Studio Luxe Dance Academy sit under the apartments, as well as Bamboo 
Express and Lake Michigan Pawn Shop. Some of these businesses offer discounts to our residents.
Another feature that Loft 45 offers to residents is the ability to keep pets on the premise. Loft 45 is one of the only apart­
ment communities that is a pet-friendly in Allendale. With minimal fees, Loft 45 allows cats and dogs up to 35 pounds.
Each apartment comes fully equipped with GE black appliances which include a dishwasher, built-in microwave, self-clean­
ing oven, refrigerator and a full size washer and dryer.
Loft 45 has eight unique one and two bedroom loft options ranging from 716 square feet to over 1,115 square feet. Rates are 
competitive as the one-bedroom loft ranges from $76510 $816 and a two-bedroom unit ranges from $880 to $958. Up to four 
people are allowed in the two bedroom units. There is also free open parking available to residents.
If you’re looking for a place close to campus but also close to city life, Loft 45 is the place for you.
_ -scenic panoramic views 
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Privacy without the price
Looking for the perfect apartment can be tricky, but Conifer Creek is working to make the decision a little easier by offering 
the lowest prices in town for all available units.
“Every room we offer is at the best value for Grand Valley students,” said Lisa Thompson, office manager.
Conveniently located on 48th Avenue, Conifer Creek townhomes are within walking distance of Grand Valley State Univer­
sity’s Allendale Campus, Main Street Pub, naturally wooded path and a Rapid bus stop for easy transportation.
“We are very close to a grocery store as well as other useful amenities,” Thompson said.
All townhomes include free laundry services, cable and Internet connections. Townhomes home with four private bedrooms 
and four and a half bathrooms to provide maximum comfort and privacy as well as modern features. With over 1600 square 
feet per unit, there’s ample space for you and your roommates.
In order to make the rent process as easy as possible, tenants can utilize the online bill pay for quick and easy payments 
each month. As an added bonus, students who pay for the entire semester’s rent at once will receive $10 off their monthly bill.
Don’t have a roommate in mind? Don’t worry! Conifer Creek leases are all signed individually so you can sign a lease and let 
their roommate profile service find the perfect roommate for you! Have someone in mind? Conifer Creek will place you with 
your desired roommates, no problem.
Other perks include professionally designed closets, covered carports, energy efficient windows for lower utility bills and 
fully equipped kitchens.
Owned and operated by GVSU alumni, Conifer Creek is designed with YOUR needs in mind.
Stay tuned for Conifer Creek West coming in August 2016! Located directly across from the current Conifer Creek complex, 
West will offer fully equipped kitchens with a breakfast bar as well as all the amenities associated with Conifer Creek.
To apply to live at your new home, visit, www.conifercreektownhomes.com or call the office at (616) 780-1234 for more 
information.
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ortifer-reek
• Lowest cost in town
• $420/bed/bath
• Walking distance from 
Main St. Pub and bus stop
• Cable and Internet provided
TOWNHOMES • Laundry in every unit
• New units available
Look online for floorplans and rates or call (616) 780-1234
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